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Army says one UFO may have been flare 


By DONALD ST. JOHN 
•nd JOHN LEANING 


BOXBORO — A pair of apparent UFO 
sightings in the past week here have 
provoked: 

a) Some wonderment about their origin. 

b) A lot of people with film ready in their 
cameras. 

c) A possible explanation for one of the 
sightings. 

The answer? All three, perhaps. 

John Rasmuson, a public affairs officer at 
Fort Devens in Ayer, said a reserve unit was 
firing flares from mortars last Saturday 
night, the night two town police officers 
spotted a UFO over Woodchuck Hill in 
Harvard. 


huck Hill in 


Rasmuson added that Devens personnel 
were not doing anything which might 
explain a Friday morning sighting at 7 a.m. 
off Prescott Road. 

Marcie Robinson was on her way to work 
with her two daughters Friday morning 
when she spotted “two round orange balls” 
high over a pasture off Prescott Road. 

She said she is normally skeptical about 
UFO reports. 

“I’m someone who always says, ‘Ah, 
well,’ ” she said. 

She said the lights did not go out as she 
passed by and went to work at Emerson 
Hospital. 

Robinson said she mentioned what she had 
seen to a fellow worker, who said Ft. Devens 
was not far away. But Rasmuson indicated it 
was not clear whether any activity at the 


sprawling U.S. Army base was responsible 
for the sightings. 

“The flare hangs on a mini-parachute and 
floats down very slowly, creating a bright 
light before going out,” Rasmuson said. 
"Harvard is right next to Ayer. It’s 
conceivable that that could have caused it.” 

He said that he didn’t know when the 
reservists stopped firing, but that it was 
after dark and that the shots were "fairly 
high-altitude.” 

Patrolman Stephen Trefry, one of the 
police officers who saw a pair of lights near 
Woodchuck Hill last Saturday, said there 
was “no way” flares could have accounted 
for the sighting. 

“They were going up on a diagonal, and 
blinked on and off at one point,” Trefry said. 
“Flares wouldn’t do that." 


BULLt'i'lN JOURNAL, Cape Girardeau, MO - Nov. 5, 1985 


Local physicist feels photograph 
will interest UFO investigators 


CAPE GIRARDEAU - Dr. Har¬ 
ley Rutlege. chairman of the phys¬ 
ics department at SEMO Universi¬ 
ty, believes a satellite photograph of 
an unidentified flying object he dis¬ 
played Saturday will create quite a 
stir among UFO investigators 
nationally. 

“It is the most clearly defined 
shape I’ve seen,” declared 
Rutledge. “If you knew what I know 
about the UFO scheme, you would 
be very excited about iL" 

The photograph, taken in October 
of 197S and acquired by a civilian 
employee of the Air Force at a base 
in Anchorage, Alaska, is regarded 
as significant because the U.S. 
government has verified it was 
taken by a satellite, making it the 
only official government satellite 
photo ever released of a UFO. 

John T. Smith, of Anchorage, who 
was on duty the day the photo was 
taken, and his current partner in a 
construction business. James 
Bounds, have spent about three 
weeks trying to get the photo identi¬ 
fied. The photo laid forgotten in a 
desk drawer of Smith's until recent¬ 
ly, when Bounds discovered it and 
questioned Smith about it. 

Bounds and Smith decided to 
have it researched, and after look¬ 
ing up names of UFO experts at 


their library, and talking with sever¬ 
al, they decided to bring the photo to 
Rutledge. 

“We have put a lot of time and 
money into this," said Bounds, at a 
press conference Saturday after¬ 
noon. “We are satisfied, based on 
the experts, at this time, we have a 
valid satellite photo available to the 
public." 

The two flew to Cape Girardeau 
on OcL 25 to meet with Rutledge and 
spent the week researching the 
photo to verify it is an untouched 
satellite photo and to see whether 
the object could be identified 

The photo of the semi-rectangular 
object was taken by a defense 
weather satellite and was going 
4.000-4,500 miles per hour and climb¬ 
ing out of the atmosphere, explained 
Smith. 

Smith pointed out that at the time 
the photo was taken, it was deter- 
mined the object did not belong to 
the United States or Soviet Union. 

All three men Saturday stressed 
they were not calling the object 
alien, but were only saying it could 
not be identified 

Smith said it is also significant 
that the photo is clearly an object. 
’This is not a blinking light — this is 
an object," he stressed. 

The photograph has never been 


published and Smith and Bounds 
have not decided when that will 
happen. 

The two have decided they would 
prefer to take the scientific 
approach to the photograph rather 
than the sensational approach that 
might prove more lucrative. 

Several national newspapers 
have offered to buy the photo and 
information about it. Bounds dis¬ 
played a contract from the National 
Enquirer offering to pay 150,000 up 
front for the photograph, but they 
determined for now the photo should 
be studied on a scientific basis and 
contacted Rutledge. 

Smith and Bounds planned to 
return home to Anchorage, after a 
press conference Saturday night in 
SL Louis, and will keep the photo, 
though Rutledge will have a copy. 

Rutledge, who has studied UFOs 
since 1973, plans to do further 
research to determine what part of 
the Soviet Union the object was over 
when it was taken and talk with 
other experts to try and identify the 
object. 

"I have a photo of an object I know 
is a UFO,” summed up Smith. "We 
have come down here to see a guy 
who is a world renowned expert to 
try and identify it." 
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Oh, oh, UFO: Two are sighted here 


Fade in with the tune from Twi¬ 
light Zone. 

Two “normal” people have re¬ 
ported seeing triangular-shaped 
UFOs hovering over homes near the 
East Side last week. 

John, who would like to be de¬ 
scribed as an emotionally stable state 
employee, said he was driving home 
to De Forest shortly after 5 p.m. 
Friday. 

On Highway CV, near Chase Lum¬ 
ber, he said he saw three white lights 
hovering 20 to 30 feel above a farm¬ 
house. 

“At first I thought it was an air¬ 
plane, then I thought it was a helicop¬ 


ter,” he said, “and then I realized I 
didn't know what it was." 

John said the craft was roughly 
triangular, with its bottom sloped into 
contours He said it was noiseless and 
disappeared when he got out of his 
car to investigate. 

“I’m a little reticent to talk about 
it — I haven’t even told my wife," he 
said. "It sounds so crazy.” 

Joe Durian, a Madison Police 
spokesman, said his department re¬ 
ceived a similar report from a Madi¬ 
son woman Nov. 19. Durkin said offi¬ 
cers generally don’t write reports 
after talking to people who claim to 
have seen UFOs 


“But this woman sounded normal,” 
he said. “We don’t see too many re¬ 
ports like this" 

The woman said she saw a flying 
saucer, with a roughly triangular 
shape, hovering over a home on Mil¬ 
waukee Street She told police it had 
three white lights below it 

Neither the tower at the Dane 
County Regional Airport nor an Air 
National Guard spokesman reported 
any unusual flying objects 


He said representatives from a UFO 
investigating center were due to interview 
him Sunday about the sighting. 

Trefry and special police officer Robert 
Morrill reported an unidentified object after 
tracking a pair of bright yellow lights at 
10:10 p.m. last Saturday night. 

He said the round lights, about 20 feet 
apart and the size “of a car door,” followed a 
definite direction over Woodchuck Hill. 
When the officers reached the top of the hill, 
they had disappeared, he said. 

The policemen searched the area for an 
explanation and, upon finding none, filed a 
police report and notified the National UFO 
Reporting Center in Seattle, Wash. 

A spokesman from the UFO 
Center said there hadn’t been a 
second report of any sightings in 
the area, and said that the center 
only had four to five nation-wide 
reports coming in per day. 

Robert Gribble, a UFO center 
spokesman, cautioned that they 
find 90 percent of sightings to be 
attributable to known phemonena, 
such as military or other aircraft 
or atmospheric disturbance. 

But he said any contact of 500 
feet or closer — a close encounter 
— would be enough basis for an 
investigation. 

“If there’s any possibility of a 
physical contact, we'd definitely 
took into that,” Gribble said. “But 
even if there were no landings, 
we’d want a very detailed sketch of 
the object, and any other 
infomation the person had.” 

The reporting center does the 
initial evaluation of a sighting and, 
if it warrants investigation, refers 
it to either the Aerial Phenomenon 
Research Organization in Tuscon, 

Ariz., or the Mutual UFO Network 
in Seguin, Tex. 

Gribble said the armed forces 
are helpful to an extent with 
confirmation of their activities. 
“They’ll tell us some things, and 
not others," he said. “We deal with 
them strictly on an inquiry basis." 


« Georgetown buzzes 
2 with UFO sightings 

® GEORGETOWN - A Delaware 
. State Police communications officer 
£> said there were reports Wednesday 
2 night from Georgetown of a UFO — 
( an unidentified flying object. 

“There was a reported sighting. A 
g state police helicopter checked into 
it, but with negative results,” the 
.? officer said. ‘‘They didn’t see 
0 ) anything.” 

n Wayne D. Ellingsworth, director 
° of emergency operations for Sussex 
* County, he received three calls re- 
£ porting a strange object in the sky, a 
H ball of light with orange streamers 
2 on it 

W ‘‘I got out and drove around, but I 
2 did not see anything,” Ellingworth 
said. “I have no idea what it was. ... 
I called Dover Air Force Base, and 
they said they had a lot of traffic last 
(Wednesday) night.” 
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Physics Department Professor 
Verifies UFO Photograph 


By Lesley Trltschler 

As a noted authority on Uniden¬ 
tified Flying Objects (UFO) identi¬ 
fication and documentation Dr 
Hartley Rutledge, a SEMO physics 
professor, has had many oppor¬ 
tunities to study the unknown 

Dr Rutledge recently had 
another such opportunity when he 
was commissioned by two men 
from Anchorage. Alaska, to verify 
the presence of an unidentified 
object in a photograph taken by a 
U S. satellite. “I was commissi¬ 
oned to authenticate the satellite 
negative." he said 

The photograph was verified by 
the government as having come 
from a satellite. This verification 
makes the picture the only official 
satellite photo of a UFO to be con¬ 
firmed by the U S government as 
an unidentified object 

Th6 object was photographed in 
October of 1978 by John T Smith, 
a staff communications officer at a 
U S. Air Force base in Alaska 
Smith kept the negative, but only 
recently did he and his business 
partner. James Bounds, decide to 
try and have the object identified 
The two then contacted Dr 
Rutledge 

"I think they approached me 
because I knew more about 
UFO's.” he said. “I can say that 
many things are possible where 
people can't because I have had 
direct experience.' 

To better identify the object, an 
actual photograph had to be print¬ 
ed from the satellite negative. 
When the satellite passed over the 
craft, a scanner viewed the object 
and an electronic negative was 
made at the air force base This 
negative contrasted the varying 
temperatures around and within 
the aircraft. 

Steve Robertson, a local photo¬ 
grapher. was asked to make a print 
from the negative. He was also 
asked to verify that the negative 
had not been altered I looked 
carefully at the negative for any 
signs of retouching or manipula¬ 
tion,” Robertson said, “and I 
couldn't see any use of dyes or 
etching, which are retouching 
techniques." 

During the process of develop¬ 
ing. the picture was enlarged and 
contrasted for more definition. 
•The pictures made were not doc¬ 
tored or manipulated in any way 
other than to enlarge and enhance 
them.” Robertson said 

The process of trying to identify 
tne object was then made easier 
for those involved. "It looks like a 
vehicle with a front viewing win¬ 
dow." said Dr. Rutledge. “It 
reminds me of some racing vehi¬ 
cles that have low skirts m the 
front.” He also said that the vehicle 
had a hump over the top much like 
a tank does. It also appeared~that 
there were rockets mounted on the 
side and top of the object, because 
of the vapor trails behind thecraft. 

Robertson agreed that the 
object was unique in appearance, 
"it didn't look like any vehicle that 
a layman would know about.' he 
said. 

According to Smith, at the time 
the photo was taken, the vehicle 
was traveling at 4,500 feet and at a 
speed of over 4.000 mHes per hour- 
-almost twice the speed of any air¬ 
craft at the time. 

Although this information woul4 
tWe out a jet propelled aircraft, Dr 
Rutledge said that this would not 
rule out a rocket propelled aircraft 
"A jet has to have an intake o+ 
oxygen for fuel to burn," he said. 
“A rocket engine burns fuel with¬ 
out atmosphere. To come back 
through the atmosphere it could 
glide, much like our space shuttle 
does." 

Smith stated in a secant Bulletin 
Journal article that he knew the 
craft was not Russian or American- 
While Cr. Rutledge believes the 
craft is probably Russian or Ameri¬ 
can. he does not rule out the possi' 
bility of it being a UFO. 

“Unless you know that it’s Rus¬ 
sian or you know -that it's ours, 
don't say it's not a possible UFO*' 
he said "Because the information 
I’m getting says that it could be.” 


RECORD, Hackensack, NJ - Dec. 3, 1985 

Flying object 
in night sky 
unidentified 

By Jim Consol* 

Stan Writer 

Teterboro Airport officials recently identified a large V- 
shaped object flying over the metropolitan area as a group of 
advertising planes, but now they say they are not so sure. 

"I saw nothing, but other airports in New York State told lis 
they believed it was a group of advertising pilots from West¬ 
chester County Airport flying in formation,'' said Joe Bums, a 
supervisor at Teterboro Airport, who logged the Nov. 21 sight¬ 
ing made by dozens of North Jersey residents. 

About a week after Teterboro officials released that expla¬ 
nation of the sighting, Philip Engle, Teterboro Airport's man¬ 
ager, said his people had not spotted any advertising planes 
flying that night or any other night this year. 

And the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) says the 
object, reported to have had red and white pulsating lights, has 
been officially logged as an unidentified flying object, although 
that does not necessarily mean a flying saucer with little green 
men aboard. 

“We logged it as a UFO. It had no sound, and we couldn't 
identify what it was,” said Elliot Summer, an environmental 
officer for the FAA in New York. 

Summer said the pilot of a Trans World Airlines jet flying 
over Kennedy International Airport about 9 p.m. that partly 
cloudy night — shortly after the TIFQ had been sighted over 
New Jersey — spotted “a V-shaped object with several center 
lights*' and asked the Kennedy control tower: "What is that 
thing going across your airport?" 

Among the airports contacted by Teterboro that night was 
Westchester County Airport. Airport officials there suspect 
that the unusual object was formed by pilots playing tricks on 
sky watchers, but they have no proof, a spokesman said yester¬ 
day. 

When the object was spotted, an official at Teterboro Air¬ 
port told The Record it was a group of advertising planes with 
computerized lights flying in close formation. Alex Zuch- 
nlewicz, airport supervisor, had said that the planes were 
based at the airport and had permission to fly through Teter¬ 
boro airspace. He said the planes were spotted by Teterboro 
controllers. 

"Every time those guys go out on a clear night, we get 
phone calls from people who think they saw a UFO," Zuch- 
nlewlcz had said 

Yesterday, Zuchniewlcz said he was reading from a report 
logged by others. When told about the reported sighting by the 
TWA pilot, he said he was not sure that the logging was 
accurate. 

"A sighting Dy another pilot is unusual," he said. 

And Burns, the supervisor on duty at Teterboro that night, 
said last week that none of his staff actually saw advertising 
planes. 

Although the object's slowly flashing lights were somewhat 
similar to those of a blimp, the closest blimp was flown that 
day in Atlanta by McDonald’s, Teterboro Airport officials said. 

And the UFO apparently was not equipped with a transpon¬ 
der — a radio device that automatically transmits beacon 
signals — which conventional planes carry, Summer said. 

Dominick Mezzina of Ridgefield Park, a Navy veteran with 
a backround in aviation, was one of several North Jersey 
residents who reported seeing the large object cruising 
through the sky. 

"I called Teterboro, and they said they had the object on 
radar, but they didn’t know what it was," said Mezzina. “I held 
the line for several minutes and heard somebody in the back¬ 
ground say, 'Just tell him its a group of Cessnas.* And that’s 
what they told me." 

Mezzina said that when he first spotted the object flying in 
a southerly direction over Interstate 95 and toward Manhat¬ 
tan, he thought It was a blimp. 

“But you can hear a blimp's motor. I didn't hear anything," 
he said. 

Rich Manzi of ClifTside Park said he was driving north on 
Bergen Boulevard when he spotted the UFO flying over Fort 
Lee. He drove to a Dairy Queen on Palisade Avenue in Fort 
Lee and watched as it glided over a cluster of high-rise build¬ 
ings and headed toward Manhattan. 
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of UFOs 
prompts 
probe 


By ERIC FEHRNSTROM 

A team of UFO investi¬ 
gators arrived in Box- 
boro yesterday to gather 
witness accounts of sev¬ 
eral recent sightings of 
mysterious glowing ob¬ 
jects in the sky. 

Jim Mclcsciuz, director 
of the state chapter of the 
Mutual UFO Network, said 
the witnesses were •'ex¬ 
tremely consistent" in de¬ 
scribing the orange balls of 
light. 

A Boxboro patrolman and 
his partner were the first to 
report the strange flying 
objects in the sky — two 
round orange balls pulsat¬ 
ing over the tree tops. 

"Wc probably watched It 
for about 10 seconds and 
then they disappeared," 
said officer Stephen Tre- 
frey, who made the sighting 
Oct. 19 at about 10:15 p.m.. 

Trefrey and his partner, 
Robert Morrill, drove into 
the neighboring town of 
Harvard and stopped their 
patrol car at an intersec¬ 
tion. 

"We were trying to decide 
which way to go when all of 
a sudden there they were 
again, hovering above the 
tree tops about 150 yards 
away,” said Trefrey. 

"They were bright orange 
lights, Just perfect circles. 
Then they disappeared 
again," he said. 

Since the sighting that 
Saturday night, eight peo¬ 
ple have reported seeing si¬ 
milar flying objects in the 
area over the past week. 

Mclcsciuz said the group 
will try to identify the ob¬ 
jects by collecting data on 
weuthcr, air traffic and mi¬ 
litary manuvers. 

But witnesses say they 
could not explain the flying 
objects. 

"Whether it originated 
here on earth or somewhere 
beyond. I don't know." said 
Lin Haire-Sargcant. 39. who 
also made a sighting Oct. 19 
at about 9.30 p.m. 



WITNESS: Lin Haire-Sar- 
geant of Boxboro is one of 
several people who claims 
to have seen a UFO near 
the town. 

She saw the objects while 
watching television with a 
friend in a second-floor bed 
room at her Harvard home. 

"I saw two orange bails, 
kind of close together. They 
looked like orange head 
lights, only bigger than 
headlights and they were 
pulsating.” she said. 

"I watched them for 
about 10 seconds from the 
window, then ran down¬ 
stairs to see them from out¬ 
side, but they had disap¬ 
peared." she said. 

But 10 mlntues later, the 
objects "came back again, 
only this time they seemed 
farther away and there 
were four of them," she 
said. 

On Friday, a Boxboro 
housewife and two children 
spotted the same objects 
while driving along a town 
road at about 7:30 a.m. 

"1 didn't see anything un¬ 
til my mom pointed it out to 
me. There were two big. 
bright orange lights 
through the trees. They 
were out over an open field." 
said Jenny Robinson. 14. 


i Christmas day lights: 

R " Mauians report UFO 
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WAILUKU — The sighting of strange lights that passed over Maui on 
Christmas night remains a mystery 
After determining that the lights which, according to witnesses, 
ranged from white, blue and green in color, did not come from Santa 
Claus' sleigh or from Rudolph his red-nosed reindeer, the Maui Police 
Department decided against pursuing the matter further and suggested 
that inquiries be made with the Coast Guard, a spokesman said. 

The Coast Guard reported today that it has received no calls re¬ 
questing an investigation into the strange sightings 
The Federal Aviation Administration also said it can provide no ex¬ 
planation for the lights, other than that they could have been mistaken 
for helicopters. 

The police spokesman said at least three calls regarding the lights 
were received between midnight and 1 a.m. 

A patrol manning a holiday roadblock to nab drinking drivers in the 
Lahaina area also made the sighting. The policemen said they observed 
three glowing objects, greenish in color, for about one minute as they 
passed through the skies from Lanai to the back of Haleakala. 

Other witnesses, including Julian Kaye of Kihei, reported seeing 
three glowing objects flying in a straight line at an altitude below that 
of Haleakala's summit. 

Kaye said the objects "looked like falling parts of an aircraft on fire 
which came right straight across the sky, going from south to north.” 

He said also that the objects were fairly large in size and that they ap¬ 
peared to have blue flashes emanating from their tops 
Kaye reported that he and two friends saw the tights from the scenic 
lookout on the pali section of Honoapiilani Highway 
Police said they received other calls in which it was reported the 
lighted objects were seen over Iao Valley. 


HARVARD POST, Cambridge, MA - Nov. 1, 1985 CR: L. Whitehurst 

Mysterious Lights Seen over Harvard 


Ann Levi son 

Several sightings in recent weeks of 
brilliant orange lights that hover and dart, 
appear and disappear, pulsate and hum. 
have brought the press in droves to 
Harvard and Boxborough and have at¬ 
tracted the investigative attention of the 
Mutual-UFO Network. The mysterious 
lights have been reported by two Box¬ 
borough policemen, three private citizens 
from Boxborough. and six Harvard resi¬ 
dents. 

Boxborough police officers Stephen 
Trefry and Robert Morrill were about 200 
yards east of the Route 495 interchange, 
driving west on Route 111 at 10:22 on 
Saturday night. October 19 when, in 
Trefry s words, they saw "two bright lights 
hovering. They were very bright They lit 
up the whole sky and the trees. It was 
something I'd never seen before. They 
were there for five to seven seconds and 
then they went out." 

The officers continued down 111 into 
Harvard, hoping to see more, and just as 
they passed Westward Orchards roadside 
stand the lights appeared again on their 
right. So they turned up Woodchuck Hill 
Road, the lights now on their left. 

"They lit up the trees—so brightly you 
couldn't see anything behind them—and 
they lit up the ground. It was a clear night 
with a little patchy ground fog. The lights 
were about 20 or 30 feet above the 
treetops—not above the height of the 
apple trees in the orchard, but above the 
pines behind." 

The lights were about 200 yards away 
from the men in their cruiser. Trefry said 
and throe-quartera of the w'ay uf> the Wilt- 

After the lights disappeared ■the men got 
out and searched the hill, finding nothing. 
Thev called Harvard police, a call that 
appears on the log. but the Harvard men 
were on a medical emergency and couldn't 
come to Woodchuck Hill until later. 

Robert Morrill, who was on duty with 
Trefry. is a part-time patrolman who 
teaches at the middle school in Littleton. 
His account of the sighting agrees with 
Trefry's in every particular. 

This was not the first lime Trefry has 
seen unexplained lights while on duty in 
the middle of the night. Back in Mav or 
June, he said, he saw from Flagg Hill. 
Boxborough's highest point, three lights 
over the area around the Routes 2-495 


interchange. The two lights on the outside 
were bright orange like the ones lie saw 
last month, but the one in the middle was 
white, lie said." like a car headlight, only 
bigg«v.'’ He compared their visual si/e to 
aspirin tablets. The lights hovered and 
pulsated as Trefry observed them for more 
than ten minutes. 

"They moved independently. The 
orange ones went down to tree level, 
lighting up the trees so that they glowed. 
Then they went up and a beam came down 
from them, and particles fell down the 
beam." Trefry said. He called Fort Devens 
the next day, he said, and was told that 
"no maneuvers” w#ere going on that night. 
But he didn't cal) the UFO people that 
lime because he was alone when he sighted 
the lights and "I didn't know who to call." 

Meanwhile, on October 19. Iwo more 
people saw the unexplained lights-—an 
hour earlier than the policemen's sighting. 
Yvette Grimes and Lin Haire-Sargent were 
watching a movie upstairs in their Harvard 
Depot Road home, Grimes said, when 
“Lin looked out the window and saw two 
round objects the sire of the moon, 
orangeish. hovering over the field. They 
were pulsating at trectop level." 

Grimes went out of the house into the 
Ryan field to look, but the lights had gone, 
only to reappear again a little later. "They 
bobbed near the trees. First there were 
four: then one lowered and disappeared: 
then there were four again. Thev pulsated, 
and a low hun* came from them in lime 

with the pu (sakk»n*. M 

Again Grimes went out into the field to 
watch the lights as “they moved laterally to 
the west." She took a few pictures with an 
ordinary camera — “not a timed shot,' 1 sb* 
said—and then went back to watch her 
movie. "They appeared twice more to 
Lin," she said, "but 1 was on the floor and 
didn't see them. 

"I've never seen anything else like that." 
she said. "! think it's something from Fort 
Devens. But on second thought it seems to 
be beyond what we know now." 

Coincidentally, one of four Harvard 
youngsters who observed orange lights 
from West Bare Hill Road at about the 
same time was Sage Green. Hairr- 
Sargent's daughter. Said Green, "There 
were four orange lights, and w4\en we 


looked back there were two. We joked 
about it. maybe it's UFOs, but u» thought 
it was Fort Devens.'* 

Said Samantha Timmons, who with her 
S«Ur Jesseca and Amy Bowman aho saw 
the fights, * We thought it most Wetwmbs 
at Fart Devens." Questioned, she said that 
there was no explosion, though. "They 
dropped slowly, then disappeared," she 
elaborated. 

John Rasmusen. public information 
officer at Fort Devens. told the Post that 
until 9 or 9:30 p.m. on October 19 "we 
were doing mortar training with -flares." 
The yellowish flares are shot from mortars 
and float to earth on parachutes, he 
explained, and would therefore not move 
laterally, as Grimes described their doing. 
And such flares would be visible both from 
the Ryan land, looking northwest, and 
from West Bare Hill Road, looking north. 
But by 10:10. when Trefry and Morrill saw 
their lights, activity at the fort had 
stopped, Rasmusen said, and it would 
have been unlikely that the two men would 
have seen flares from the fort on the 
southwest side of Woodchuck Hill Road. 

Neither was there any activity of this 
kind at the fort on the following Friday 
morning. October 25. when Marcie 
Robinson of Boxborough saw orange lights 
at about 7:30 on her way to work. She was 
accompanied by her daughter. Jenny, and 
.mother youngster. Kelly McDermott. 
What they saw v ere orangey lights *‘©ff in 
tha trees. They didn't move," she said. 

Robinson had seen a headline in 
Thursday's Beacon saying that lights had 
been sighted ia the area but hadn’t read 
the story or heard any radio or TV reports 
when she noticed the lights on Friday 
morning. "I've never seen anything like 
that before." she said. "I'm a skeptic. I'm 
still trying to rationalize it. telling myself it 
must have been the sun, even though it was 
a rainy morning." 

Since then there have been no more 
incidents, and Pat Chadwell. the Harvard 
dispatcher on duty the night of October 
19. said on Monday of this week that the 
Harvard department had up till then 
received no other calls at all from Harvard 
residents reporting unexplained sightings. 


One possible explanation suggested by 
some puzzled area residents for the 
appearance of the lights was "something 
to do with that project they have at the 
observatory, looking for extraterrestrial 
intelligence." 

"Maybe their signal could have called 
something in." suggested another 
Boxborough police officer. But the search 
project at Harvard's Oak Hill Observatory, 
funded by the Planetary Society and 
directed by the Smithsonian, involves only 
receivers, not transmitters, as the observ¬ 
atory listens to signals from outer space. 
And Harvard's Dick McCrosky, observa¬ 
tory director, told the Post that there has 
been no unusual data obtained from the 
receivers, concurrent with the sightings or 
otherwise. 

McCrosky noted, too. that "you have to 
he careful about reports of bumming 
noises wHfc lights. People hearth* Aurora 
Borealis, for example, when it de*sa‘t 
make any noise. People think they hear 
meteors make a swishing nowe, toe- The 
senses tend to interact. You lend to think 
you're hearing what you're scaiqg.’* 

Trefry and Morrill have been the focus 
of considerable attention from the press 
since Trefry called the UFO people, and 
"I'm getting tired of it." said Trefry with a 
genial laugh. He has been interviewed by 
the Lowell Sun. the Middlesex News, the 
Beacon. Channel 7, radio stations WBZ 
and WFTG. and others, and Boxborough 
Chief Robert Johnson was interviewed by 
l arrv Click on the radio. "And civflians 
have been calling us nonstop," Trcfcv said 
"We re not logging calls any more Little 
old ladies have been calling to tell us about 
things they thought they saw ." And in fact 
as the Post interviewed Trefry at the 
Boxborough station on Monday morning, 
the phone was ringing off the hook —al¬ 
ways for Trefry. 

Johnson described Trefry as "a reliable, 
alert officer. Whatever he says he saw, he 
saw." 

"It's one thing to see something, but it’s 
another To something and have people 
say you're crazy,” said Morrill, who 
doesn't sound any crazier than the 
matter-of-fact Trefry. "I don't know what 
it was I saw. I just saw something." In this 
he echoed all of the people vAio observed 
the mysterious orange fights. 
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Velasques’ personal recollections of close encounters 



M A ball appeared, and 
there were little human 
figures like mannequins. 
There was one standing 
on the top, one standing 
on the bottom — he was 
hanging upside down — 
and there was one 
standing on each side of 
the sphere. JJ 

Jim VtluquM 

Gabrielino Indian leader 


By Tom Krattenmaker 

The Register 

SANTA ANA — The Spanish- 
language Bible is open to the book 
of "Ezequiel" — to the passage 
about a bright whirlwind alight 
ing from the sky. 

Jim Velasques is telling two fol¬ 
lowers seated in his den that the 
prophet is describing a spaceship. 

Earlier this month, the Gabrie¬ 
lino Indian leader claimed that he 
himself had beheld dozens of such 
visits over the last four decades. 
He calls them religious experi¬ 
ences that shaped his views of 
Earth, heaven and hell. 

“I’m only a little ignorant,” 
said one of the chief’s followers, 
William Morales, 66, a Gabrielino 
Indian from La Habra. “I’m will¬ 
ing to leant because I’ve got an 
open mind." 

Obdulia Morales, 62, explained 
in Spanish that something sound¬ 
ed familiar when she read a news¬ 
paper account of the chief’s be¬ 
liefs. Her grandfather, she said, 
taught her about space visitors 
when she was growing up in Mexi¬ 
co. 

Velasques said he does not ex¬ 
pect many other people to believe 
him. The Indian leader figures his 
version of the truth shakes up too 
many comfortable beliefs to be 
accepted readily. 

He said people like God the 
"way they like a landlord: the 
further away he is, the happier 
the tenant.” 

About all Velasques has to back 


up his story is a 1959 black-and- 
white snapshot. The picture was 
taken by a San Bernardino Coun¬ 
ty sheriffs deputy during a UFD 
convention at the ceremonial Gi¬ 
ant Rock in the Yucca Valley. It 
reveals a bright column topped by 
a hazy, white circle. 

But Rene Laursen, who owns 
and runs a photographic process¬ 
ing lab in Irvine, examined a copy 
of the photo recently and pro¬ 
nounced it a fluke. He said the 
glare of the sun probably burned 
the shape into the film, a phenom¬ 
enon called "halation.” 

Over the years, Velasques has 
not bothered collecting other 
physical evidence of visits, he 
said, because he doubted he 
would ever want, or need, to 
prove they happened. 

But, he said, he has been com¬ 
pelled to go public by a formation 
of rocks now stored in a box at a 
museum. 

The stones, termed an ancient 
Indian calendar in a recent ar¬ 
chaeological report, were dug up 
about a year ago at an El Toro 
development site. Velasques is 
demanding they be returned to 
the ground in the formation in 
which they were found. 

He said they are a sacred reli¬ 
gious work his ancestors made to 
symbolize the space visits, a vital 
link between him and the human¬ 
like space beings he calls "Ether- 
eans." 

Velasques said that in 1947, 
when he was 19, he was interrupt¬ 
ed from his sleep one night at his 


grandmother's home in San Ja¬ 
cinto and surrounded by music 
and voices. 

In follow-up contacts, he said, 
he was told why he was being 
bothered: "They said, 'We have a 
message we want you to give to 
the people on the planet you call 
Earth.' I said, ‘Whoever you are, 
you picked the wrong guy. I'm not 
interested in anything like this. 
Go find a scientist, someone the 
people will listen to. Find some¬ 
one who’s angelic.’ I meant a real 
goody-two-shoes. 

"The voice said, 'We have 
scoured the surface of your plan¬ 
et, and there is no such animal.’ " 

The relationship took a new 
turn in 1959, Velasques said, at 
the close of the big UFO conven¬ 
tion at Giant Rock, site of nearly 
all of the alleged visits. 

Velasques said he was alone 
there when a craft swooped down 
and took him aboard. 

He described in great detail the 
ship, its high-tech propulsion, the 
occupants and the lessons they 
taught him. 

The ship "had a silver, metallic 
mercury surface.... It looked like 
a pearl, a gray pearl.” The craft 
hovered just above the ground, he 
said, a door opened and several 
Ethereans emerged and asked 
him to approach. 

“They were human just like us. 
They were not wearing those spa- 
cesuits. (Each wore) a one-piece 
garment, each one a different col¬ 
or.” 

They took him aboard, Velas¬ 
ques said, and he observed that 
males and females shared au¬ 
thority equally. None displayed 


any emotion, he said, and they 
gave him demonstrations of as¬ 
tronomy, pointing out the location 
of their galaxy and showing a 
time-lapse replay of the birth of 
the solar system. 

Then, he said, they gave him a 
graphic illustration of the loca¬ 
tion of heaven and God. 

“A ball appeared, and there 
were little human figures like 
mannequins. There was one 
standing on the top, one standing 
on the bottom — he was hanging 
upside down — and there was one 
standing on each side of the 
sphere. 

"Then (the instructors) said, 
‘Where is heaven, Jim?' ... They 
said they were going to have ev¬ 
ery one of those little beings point 
to it. 

“The little arms went up ... and 
... every one was pointing in a 
different direction. Suddenly, I 
saw that heaven surrounded the 
whole planet, that heaven was all 
around us." 

Dozens more visits followed at 
Giant Rock ceremonies over the 
years, Velasques said, until he 
and the Ethereans discontinued 
the contacts in the early 1980s be¬ 
cause of increasing disruptions 
and harassment from other peo¬ 
ple around Giant Rock. 

UC Berkeley Professor William 
Simmons finds the concept some¬ 
what unusual for Indian culture. 
“The idea of guardian spirits is a 
pretty universal element in Indi¬ 
an religion,” Simmons said. But 
in most lore, he added, the spirits Q 
take the form of animals, such as J 
coyotes, eagles or owls, "not 
spaceships." 


the north branch 


BERKSHIRE SAMPLER, Pittsfield, MA - Oct. 27, 1985 CR: B. Greenwaod 

by Sally Bahnsen 


The little green men . . . 


NORTH ADAMS 
I WAS DELIGHTED TO READ RE- 
cently that UFOs have been sighted in 
Berkshire County. As I read the account 
of a sighting in Lanesboro, I tried to visu¬ 
alize what had been seen and to Imagine 
what must have-gone through the mind of 
the man who saw the unidentified flying 
object and then had the courage to go 
public. 

The story said that Mr. R. was not a 
fan of science fiction. I can imagine his 
conversation with police and reporters, 
the chortling that must have gone on 
among the hearers of the tale (perhaps 
almost silently). I can Imagine a police 
officer or a reporter asking U Mr. R. is a 
reader of science fiction. ("Does this 
fruitcake believe in this kind of thing? Ha 
ha. I bet he reads science fiction. I bet 
he’s seeing scienoe fiction right now ") 
That, once upon a time, might have 
been my reaction to such a story. These 
days I simply wonder what it was that 
Mr R. saw that night in the skies over 
Berkshire County. All It takes, you see, to 
move one from the company of giggling 
disbelievers into the company of the gen¬ 
uinely curious is to have seen a UFO of 
one's own. 

• • • 

It was a spring evening in Tucson, 
Ariz., some years ago, not too many 
months after I had laughed at another 


UFO-sighter. (I still laugh at that one, 
however, because he claimed to have 
talked to the little green men from a 
spaceship that landed in the woods out¬ 
side Tucson. There were no woods out¬ 
side Tucson). On the evening of my 
conversion, I was taking a stroll near ray 
apartment, enjoying the colors of the sky, 
when suddenly my UFOs appeared. They 
were a small cluster of lights — at first I 
thought they were stars, but they moved 
erratically, veering this way and that, 
sometimes slowly, at other times with a 
sudden burst of speed. They were follow¬ 
ing no set direction, no pattern. No noise 
accompanied the motion They were 
clearly no aircraft of any kind I had ever 
seen. 

Suddenly, one by one, the UFOs disap- 

K ared in little bursts of light. I searched 
t skies, but the strange formation was 
nowhere to be seen. The realization 
dawned quickly, the realization that I 
was suddenly among the numbers of 
people who have seen a UFO. I hurried 
back to my apartment filled with the 
thought that I must call someone, let 
someone know and have someone find out 
what strange things were out in the skies 
over the Arizona desert on a spring night. 

Whom does one first call in the event of 
dire emergency? The police, of course. 
And the police of Tucson, Ariz., were no 


help at all that night. 

“Yeah, lady? I tell you what. We don’t 
do UFOs. We just take care of stuff down 
on the ground. Why don’t you call the Air 
Force, and they can probably take care 
of it." 

I could not hear any actual giggling in 
the background, but I could hear it in the 
mind of the policeman. Still, 1 had really 
seen something, and it seemed important 
to do my duty as a citizen and report it. 
So I called the Air Force base. The Air 
Force was more polite than the police. 

“Yes, ma'am," the fellow on the phone 
said. “Now what time was that?” I told 
him. I descrbed In detail what I had seen. 
He listened with seeming interest. At 
least he was reassuring. “We’ll send out 
a squadron to check it out, ma'am. 
Thank you for calling,” he said. 

I went outside again. I watched the 
skies, and I never saw any squadron take 
flight. I saw no one looking for my UFOs. 
Still, I turned on the television news that 
night, but nothing was said about my 
UFOs. I went to sleep that night wonder¬ 
ing. 

The next morning I shared my adven¬ 
tures with my classmates at the univer¬ 
sity. They were not polite at all — they 
laughed. They laughed loud, bellowing 
laughs that filled the cafeteria. My feel¬ 
ings were hurt. They, at least, knew me 


to be a reasonably intelligent person who 
does not Imagine strange things. I said 

so. 

“Do you know what it was?” one 
asked. No, of course not, because if I did 
It would not be a UFO. “It’s the students. 
Every spring some of them get weather 
balloons and they launch them with a 
little candle underneath Instead of 
weather Instruments,” my classmate ex¬ 
plained. “And when the balloon gets high 
enough the balloon expands and expands 
in the lower pressure and finally the 
candle sets off the balloon and the gas in¬ 
side and it explodes. The students do it 
every spring. Everybody knows that.” 

Well, I hadn’t known that. And if every¬ 
body knows it, w*iy had the police not 
told me? Why had the Air Force not told 
me? Did the Air Force actually send out 
a squadron to check out a bunch of 
weather balloons? 

My UFO had turned into a simple FO 
that morning. It had been exciting while 
it lasted, and it has changed my attitudes 
about people who see UFOs. As for Mr. 
R., he probably did really see something 
(he doesn’t sound like the kind of person 
to make up such a story), but maybe the 
people who know what it was just aren't 
telling him. 

On the other hand, maybe there are 
little green men from outer space . . 
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As UFO Interpreter 


Ex-Journalist, 83, 
Seeks Shuttle Berth 
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Did it come from outer space? 

Old UFO controversy surfaces in dispute over OC Indian site 


By DEBORAH HASTINGS, 

Times Stafj Writer 

Alita Dickerson, former reporter 
and newspaper publisher, was 
awakened by the telephone at 6 
a.m. Monday. Dickerson, who turns 
83 today, is not accustomed to 
getting such early calls. In fact, 
living alone in her small Pomona 
apartment, she is not used to 
getting many calls at all. 

But Dickerson has applied to 
become the first journalist in space, 
and reporters from across the 
country wanted to know why. 

Dickerson, who published the 
Smackover (Ark.) Journal from 
1947 to 1951, is having a hard time 
understanding what all the fuss is 
about. “Being 82, that adds to the 
situation, but I don’t think it adds to 
the problem,” she said recently in 
her Southern drawl. 

Neither does NASA. 

“Being 82 would not hinder her 
at all,” said Jennifer McKill, execu¬ 
tive director of the Assn, of Schools 
of Journalism and Mass Communi¬ 
cation, which will select a candi¬ 
date according to NASA’s criteria. 

"There is no age requirement,” 
McKill said. 

Applicants must be employed as 
journalists, with five years’ experi¬ 
ence in print or broadcasting. 
Free-lance journalists must be able 
to prove that their sold works are 
equal in quality and quantity to 
those of a full-time reporter. 

Dickerson has not been em¬ 
ployed by a newspaper since she 
left the Journal in 1951. She says 
she last wrote an article for a 
newspaper in Lewisville, Ark., 
about three years ago and pub¬ 
lished a book of poetry in the 1960s. 

“If she can prove to our people 
that she has sold enough pieces to 
be considered a full-time journalist, 
obviously she has just as good a 
chance as anyone else,” McKill 
said. 

About 1,800 applications have 
been received, but McKill declined 
to say who has applied. "Several of 
what we consider to be big names 
have applied,” she said. "And no, 
Walter Cronkite has not applied.” 

A final candidate and an alter¬ 
nate are expected to be chosen in 



Los Angeles Tunes 


Alita Dickerson 

April for an opening on Septem¬ 
ber's space shuttle flight 

Dickerson said she has abilities 
that make her unusually suited for 
the spot, qualifications that she 
included in her application letter. 

“Tve seen UFOs and talked to 
them,” she said. “I believe that 
we’re going to have some space 
contact soon, and this mental abili¬ 
ty I have to talk to them will come 
in handy.” 

Dickerson’s first contact with a 
UFO was in 1969, she said, when 
one hovered above her home. 
’’They said they were too busy to 
talk to me.” 

Dickerson has never been one to 
let social conventions stand in her 
way. In the 1930s, when women 
were rarely seen in newsrooms, she 
wrote for the Shreveport (La.) 
Times and other smaller, weekly 
papers in the South. 

In 1947, she said, she took over 
the Smackover Journal, a weekly 
newspaper in her home county 
about 40 miles north of Shreveport. 
Dickerson said she poured herself 
into her work to help recover from 
the death of her first husband. 

In 1951, Dickerson left Arkansas 
for Florida with her new husband, 
a journeyman printer. Three years 
later, the Dickersons headed for 
California. 


By Tom Krattenmaker 

The Register 

SANTA ANA — A dispute over 
Indian artifacts in south Orange 
County has revived an old mystery 
involving a San Bernardino County 
sheriff’s deputy, Polaroid snap¬ 
shots and alleged visitations from 
outer space. 

The photographs — taken by a 
reserve deputy who since has died 
— show a saucer-shaped light 
hanging over an Indian religious 
site in the Mojave Desert 

They were produced Tuesday by 
local Gabrielino Indian Chief Jim 
Velasques to back up claims of his 
people’s continuing contact with 
alien astronauts. 

On the other hand, sheriff’s per¬ 
sonnel who remember the episode 
scoffed Tuesday at that interpreta¬ 
tion. saying the saucer shape in the 
picture is a photographic quirk. 
And local archaeologists said there 
is no scientific evidence of such vis¬ 
its to the Indians. 

The controversial Indian chief 
said he decided to go public with 
“the truth" about his people’s reli¬ 
gion to prove his point in a develop¬ 
ing controversy over an El Toro 
rock formation. 

The 3,000-year-old formation was 
termed a crude but “brilliant" cal¬ 
endar in an archaeological report 
released last week. The study was 
commissioned by a developer con¬ 
structing homes on the site. 

But Velasques, 56, angered that 
he was not notified when the rocks 
were unearthed nearly a year ago, 
says those interpretations violate 
the sanctity of religious artifacts. 

He claims, rather, that the for¬ 
mation symbolizes his ancient an¬ 
cestors’ link to outer space — a link 
he says is proven by the controver¬ 
sial photographs taken in 1959. 


“The reason I brought (the pho¬ 
tographs) out was to show the ce¬ 
lestial meaning of the (El Toro) 
archaeology discovery," Velas¬ 
ques said at his Santa Ana home 
Tuesday. 

He said the photographs are his 
only physical record of contacts 
with spacecraft, although he 
claims to have experienced dozens 
of similar visits at the high-desert 
site known as Giant Rock, near the 
town of Landers. 

"Had I known the time was com¬ 
ing (to go public), I’d have had my 
little camera going night and day." 

According to accounts by Velas¬ 
ques and a San Bernardino County 
sheriffs official on duty that day, 
the pictures were taken in May 
1959 by a reserve deputy named 
Franz Ackerman. 

A now-defunct group of UFO 
hobbyists were holding a sighting 
conference at Giant Rock that day, 
said Joe Karr, then a deputy sher¬ 
iff assigned to help monitor the 
crowd of several hundred people. 

Velasques said he was on hand to 
address the gathering and request 
the visitation as his people's cere¬ 
monial leader. 

"Some people called it a flying- 
saucer convention, some names 
not so nice," Karr said from Vic¬ 
torville, where he now heads the 
sheriff’s desert-and-mountain 
command as a deputy chief. 

Karr said he had to leave Giant 
Rock on a call just before 12:10 
p m., the time the picture was tak¬ 
en. But, he remembers the ensuing 
controversy over the picture Ack¬ 
erman took with his Polaroid. 

Karr and Velasques said Acker¬ 
man denied even seeing the sau¬ 
cer-shaped light, expressing sur¬ 
prise when it appeared in the de¬ 
veloping snapshot. 

“Franz reportedly took a picture 


of something," Karr said. "When it 
developed, there was a little tiny 
thing in the upper corner. ... If 
someone has a good imagination, 
they could say it was a flying sau¬ 
cer.” But Karr attributes it to a 
“flaw in the photographic materi¬ 
al.” 

Velasques, however, calls it 
plain luck. “The sheriff, he just 
picked up his camera, focused and 
as he went to pull the lever, there 
he got it.” 

The most detailed account of the 
episode was printed in the June- 
July 1959 publication of the gather¬ 
ing’s sponsor, an organization 
called the College of Universal 
Wisdom. 

It, too, said Ackerman never saw 
the saucer-shaped light, which 
lasted about 10 seconds. In fact, the 
article says none of the people in 
attendance saw the phenomenon 
except two boys on top of the moun¬ 
tain beside Giant Rock. 

The boys, the article said, re¬ 
ported that it came straight down 
and darted horizontally to the 
ground “so fast they could hardly 
follow it.” 

Annette Ospital, spokeswoman 
for the Native American Heritage 
Commission, said from Sacramen¬ 
to Tuesday that she, too, has heard 
stories about the 1959 pictures. 

Constance Cameron, director of 
an anthropology museum at Cal 
State Fullerton, said Velasques’ 
explanation of the photographs and 
El Toro rocks “are not a scientific 
outlook on life.... That ancient visi¬ 
tors came from outer space, most 
archaeologists would say is non¬ 
sense." 
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Vwlticd by Center for UFO Studies a« “Genuine UFO” 


Area matt 
sees UFO 


BY TAMMY APPLE 
Staff Writer 

A Burlington man, presently 
working on the new Alamance Coun¬ 
ty Jail, claimed he saw a UFO 
(Unidentified Flying Object), and 
according to an analysis from the 
Center for UFO Studies in Evanston, 
Illinois, he did. 

Henry T. Clauer of 409A Hamilton 
Street in Burlington, was a radio 
operator with Headquarters Bat- 
lery, 10th Marines Communications 
Platoon in Camp Legeune on 
February 6, 1983, when he spotted 
the UFO. 

Clauer then reported the UFO 
.sighting to CUFOS, a Center for 
UFO Studies, and a written analysis 
of the sighting was completed in 
March of this year. 

According to the analysis, Clauer 
and a fellow serviceman named 
Bob. went to a recreation area at 
Camp Legeune, to watch plane traf¬ 
fic around New River Air Station. 
Clauer look his multi-band radio, on 
which he liked to monitor the air¬ 
craft and control tower communica¬ 
tions. 

About 8 p.m., on February 6, 1983. 
according to the report, the sky was 
clear, with moon and stars visible in 
the area. 

A few minutes after their arrival, 
Clauer and Bob observed a 
helicopter approaching the air sta¬ 
tion, which was directly across the 
bay, approximately five miles away. 
Clauer changed his radio to a chan¬ 
nel used for approach communica¬ 
tions. 

It was at this moment that his at¬ 
tention was drawn from the air traf¬ 
fic to the sky directly south of the 
recreation area, where he saw what 
he describes as a “dim, oval-shaped 
object.” It appeared to be sta¬ 


tionary, hovering at some indeter¬ 
minate height above the water. It 
had an outline, with fuzzy edges, and 
appeared to be from one-half to 
three-quarters the size of the full 
moon, the analysis staled. 

Clauer stated that he has no good 
estimate of its altitude or of its 
distance from them, but would guess 
it was at least a mile away. 

According to the analysis, Clauer 
at first thought it might be a cargo 
helicopter, but such machines can 
be heard for miles and there was no 
sound from the object in the sky, so 
Clauer discarded that thought. 

The two watched for approximate¬ 
ly five minutes; then Clauer, think¬ 
ing there might be calls by other 
observers to the base Military Police 
command, tuned his radio to what he 
knew to be the MP’s operating fre¬ 
quency for 143.5 megahertz (mHz). 

The analysis staled, "Much to his 
astonishment,” Clauer found 
himself receiving "... some station 
from another country. I couldn't 
tell; maybe French language." It 
contained a ”... kind of high-pitched 
sound ..." ami the speech was paced 
and continuous, like a news com¬ 
mentary, rather than intermittent 
like two-way communications. 

Puzzled by this unexplained 
signal, Clauer tuned his dial upscale 
toward channels that normally are 
used by the Coast Guard, and he 
found that that peculiar signal came 
hi continuously as he tuned across 
the end of the dial at 174 mHz. 

Furthermore, it overrode the 
receiver's squelch action, which he 
had set for strong signals. (The 
squelch control permits the listener 
to adjust the radio to mute in the 
absence of a strong signal, so that 
the receiver noise and the chatter of 
weaker signals are shut out during 
idle periods.) 

However, when he then tuned 


toward the other end of the dial, he 
discovered that the strange signal 
was not audible from 143.5 down to 
108 mHz. Clauer was confronted by 
the strange circumstance of en¬ 
countering a signal that spread 
unaccountably over just the upper 
half of the 108-174 mHz and on his 
radio, the report stated. 

As Clauer was concerned with the 
radio, Bob told him to look at the ob¬ 
ject, which now was "moving up and 
down and side to side— fast." Then 
it stopped again, apparently in about 
the position it had occupied when they 
first saw it. 

The radio was still receiving the 
strange signal when, moments later, 
the object began to leave straight 
up. As it departed upward, the signal 
seemed to weaken accordingly and 
was ”... gone within ten seconds or 
so. So was this unknown object," the 
report stated. 

Clauer became even more puzzled 
when he called the Military Police 
command to learn if they had heard 
any of the strange signal he had first 
discovered on their operating fre¬ 
quency. Clauer could not understand 
when he was told by the MP they had 
received nothing unusual. In search 
of explanations for the whole ex¬ 
perience, Clauer first contacted 
CUFOS in March of 1983, and sub¬ 
mitted a full report nearly a year 
later. 

"Taking Clauer’s report at face 
value and evaluating the technical 
factors as my experience, research 
and judgment dictate, I make these 
tentative conclusions,” said R. H. 
Coddington, in the analysis. 

"Clauer did observ e a UFO. He ob¬ 
viously was familiar with the 
military aircraft frequenting the 
nearby New River Air Station and 
discounted any of them as being the 
object," Coddington stated in the 
analysis. 


CR: G. Fawcett 


Coddington went on to explain the 
UFO’s absence of noise, hovering at¬ 
titude, and erratic maneuvers 
respectively rule out helicopters, 
planes, and balloons. It’s rapid 
departure of about ten seconds, also 
seems to rule out a misidentified 
star or planet, he pointed out. "We 
are left with what visually is a 
rather "conventional" UFO," said 
Coddington in the report. 

The UFO generated elec¬ 
tromagnetic effects. The evidence 
by Clauer’s radio of abnormal 
signals coinciding with the ap¬ 
pearance of the UFO, and their stop¬ 
ping with its departure, imply a 
nearly certain cause-and-effect rela¬ 
tionship, the report stated. 

While the foreign-language 
transmission was a principal part of 
the abnormal radio signals, it was a 
conventional short-wave broadcast 
and did not begin with the UFO, even 
though the UFO was instrumental in 
Clauer’s reception of it. 

Coddington concluded his study 
with the following most likely ex¬ 
planations of the Camp Legeune in¬ 
cident: 

(1) The presence of a "genuine 
UFO" and its emission of a strong 
electomagnetic signal of some 
undertimined frequency or band of 
frequencies. 

(2) A susceptibility by Clauer's 
radio to spurious response to that 
electromagnetic radiation, but ef¬ 
fective rejection of it by the military 
police radio. 

(3) The reception by Clauer’s 
overloaded radio of an international 
broadcast, most probably 
originating at that lime from the 
“Voice of America" transmitter site 
at Greenville, which transmits near¬ 
ly 1000 hours per week, in over 40 
languages. 



SEES UFO — Henry Clauer of 
Burlington, who was in 1983 a 
radio operator in the Marines at 
Camp Legeune, had the ex¬ 
perience, along with a fellow'ser¬ 
viceman, of viewing what ap¬ 
peared to be an Unidentified Fly¬ 
ing Object. 

After contacting a center for 
UFO studies, a investigation was 
done, and it was found Clauer did, 
in fact, see a UFO. 
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Steve Vogel 


‘Cosmic Watergate’ keeps UFO group busy 


A sticker on Larry Bryant’s Park- 
fairfax apartment door reads, "UFOs 
are real — Ask the government. 

Bryant, a 47-year-old federal em¬ 
ployee, has taken the sticker’s ad¬ 
vice to heart. Much of his spare time 
in recent years has been devoted to 
unraveling what Bryant calls “Cos¬ 
mic Watergate" — the government’s 
cover-up of information about un¬ 
identified flying objects. 

"It’s the biggest story ever never 
told,’’ he says. 

From his home in Alexandria, Bry¬ 
ant runs the Washington office of 
Citizens Against UFO Secrecy 
(CAUS), a 100-member organization 
dedicated to making federal, state 
and local governments 'fess up 
about flying saucers. 

"Right here, from this little apart¬ 
ment, he said, surrounded by car¬ 
tons and files filled with newsletters, 
documents and articles relating to 
UFOs, or, as Bryant says in his native 
Tidewater accent, "Yufoos." 

A closet in his apartment is packed 
with shelf after shelf of what must be 
virtually every book ever written on 
the subject of UFOs. Included are 
notebook binders filled with what he 
calls "the world's most comprehen¬ 
sive collection of UFO cartoons." 

His UFO duties, which include 
placing ads seeking flying saucer 
witnesses and writing a column enti¬ 
tled “UFO Secrecy Update" for the 
Mutual UFO Network Inc. newslet¬ 


ter, take up at 
least 10 hours a 
week. 

Bryant makes 
no claim of ever 
having spotted a 
"Yufoo,” but that 
hasn't dissuaded 
him from his 
cause. “I have 
never seen China, 
either,” he 
reasons. 

His basic pre¬ 
mise is that one or 
more flying sau¬ 
cers have crashed 
in this country and 
elsewhere, and 
that the government has analyzed 
the wrecks. Also recovered were 
"small and ugly" humanoid bodies 
of crew members. 

"The government isn’t telling ev¬ 
erything it knows," says Bryant. 
"The military is keeping this materi¬ 
el as a political secret." 

It would be a lot easier to laugh 
Bryant off as a crank if he and his 
compatriots hadn't amassed some 
interesting documents. There’s a 
1978 military police incident report 
at Fort Dix, N J., which describes an 
"unidentified being" shot by an MP 
after UFO sightings over the base. 
There’s a claimed eyewitness ac¬ 
count of the event, describing the be¬ 
ing as "about 4 feet tall, greyish, 


brown, fat head, 
long arms and 
slender body.” 

A recent find is 
a formerly top se¬ 
cret Air Intelli¬ 
gence Report de¬ 
classified by the 
National Archives 
last March. The re¬ 
port describes a 
1955 train trip in 
the Soviet Union 
by Sen. Richard 
Russell of Georgia 
and two other rep- 
utable govern¬ 
ment officials who 
were "firmly con¬ 
vinced they saw a genuine flying sau¬ 
cer or flying disc.’’ 

Most intriguing is the memo pur¬ 
portedly sent to FBI director J. Ed- 
Hoover by an FBI agent in 1950. 
agent wrote that an Air Force in¬ 
vestigator had told him "that three 
so-called flying saucers had been re¬ 
covered in New Mexico. They were 
described as being circular in shape 
with raised centers, aproximately 50 
feet in diameter. Each one was occu¬ 
pied by three bodies of human shape 
but only three feet tall, dressed in 
metallic cloth of a very fine texture." 

Bryant's greatest moment in the 
sun was based on that memo. In 
1983, he filed suit in federal court in 
Washington seeking to compel the 


Air Force to release the alien bodies 
recovered after the saucer wreck. 

The "Petition for Writ of Habeas 
Corpus Extraterrestrial" sparked a 
spate of media attention, including 
an item in Newsweek entitled "E.T. 

— Phone your lawyers 
immediately." 

The case was thrown out of court 

— "I couldn’t show I was acting on 
behalf of the aliens” — but that hard¬ 
ly discouraged Bryant. His push 
these days is for a full-blown con¬ 
gressional investigation. "People 
will start singing once they get their 
subpoenas," he says. 

The press could lend a hand by 
ferreting out information from vari¬ 
ous sources. “You get a Deep 
Throat, by God," urges Bryant. 

Despite the nature of his UFO pur¬ 
suit, Bryant says he doesn’t have to 
deal with many friends or acquaint¬ 
ances who suggest he take a long 
rest at a local sanitarium. 

In fact, Bryant says the 1980s 
have brought a new respectability to 
UFO hunting. "In the old days, it was 
Larry, there’s no such thing as fly¬ 
ing saucers. Why are you wasting 
your time?’ Now, it’s ‘Larry, go for 
it.’" 

All he needs is the smoking gun. 


Steve Vogel ’s column appears 
every Monday , Wednesday and 
Friday in The Journal. 
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MD. PROBERS 
USE HYPNOSIS 


People who claim they were abducted 
b y aliens are not ‘crazy,’ study shows 


New UFO facts revealed 


By Anita Lewis 
News American Staff 


A FTER THAT FATEFUL NIGHT 14 years ago, 
20-year-old Steve Kilbum was overwhelmed 
by a sense of dread and foreboding each time 
he drove that stretch of Maryland’s Route 40 
that led to his girlfriend’s home. He couldn’t 
shake the feeling that something had happened to him 
along that road. He sensed only that it involved an 
unidentified flying object. The rest of story was locked 
deep in his subconscious. Under hypnosis, however, he 
tola a tale of being abducted and taken aboard an alien 
spacecraft. 

Virginia Horton (who, like Kilbum, insists her real 
name remain a secret) remembers watching a television 
documentary about Kilbum’s abduction. She recalls 
things clinking into place, triggering something inside 
her. She contacted the psychologist who participated in 
the film, and for her, too, hypnosis released the memo¬ 
ries. 

Although tens of thousands of reports of unidentified 
flying objects (UFOs) have been filed since the first 
modem UFO sighting by U.S. private pilot Kenneth 
Arnold in June 1947, far fewer people come forward 
claiming they’ve been abducted by aliens. When they 
remember the terrifying episode, they’re leery of talking 
about it, afraid they’ll be labeled publicity-seekers or 
“crazies’’ who’ve seen “little green men." In fact, they’re 
neither, claims a new study of nine UFO “abductees,'’ 
including Kilbum and Horton, funded by the Fund for 
UFO Research Inc., a Mount Ranier, Md.-based non¬ 
profit organization. 

New York psychologist Dr. Aphrodite Clamar and 
UFO researchers Ted Bloecher and Budd Hopkins (au¬ 
thor of “Missing Time," an investigation of UrO abduc¬ 
tion cases published in 1981 and called the most exhaus¬ 
tive work done on the topic) hired psychologist Dr. 
Elizabeth Slater to test the five men and four women. So 
as not to prejudice the findings, researchers kept Slater 
in the dark, didn't tell her that the people she was testing 
claimed to ha ve been abducted by al iens. She was simply 
asked to test and evaluate the psychological profiles of 
the men and women. Although the study wouldn't prove 
the truth of the claims, it could pick up any mental 
illnesses that would explain the individuals’ experiences. 

Slater subjected the group to a barrage of standard 
psychological tests but found no evidence of any mental 
disorders, just what UFO researcher Hopkins calls “gar¬ 
den-variety neurotics" — highly intelligent, creative 
men and women who seemed a bit immature and 
cautious with people. A second psychologist “blindly" 
reviewed the test results and came to similar results. 
After being told the nature of the study, Slater said the 
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nine's psychological characteristics were consistent with 
those she’d expect to find in people who had been 
subjected to a traumatic event, such as a kidnapping or 
abduction. 

Horton, now a 42-year-old corporate lawyer, believes 
she's telling the truth but fears she’d lose her job were her 
identity known, says UFO investigator Hopkins Under 
hypnosis, her story came out, a story typical of abductee 
reports. According to Hopkins, a W. Va.-bom New York 
painter and writer who has been involved in UFO 
investigations for a decade, when Horton was about 7 she 
was playing on a hillside on her grandparents’ Midwest¬ 
ern farm. The next thing she knew she was standing near 
a chicken coop or bam, with no knowledge of how sne got 
there — what Hopkins calls “the standard kind of gap in 
recollection." 

“She felt something on her leg ” Hopkins relates, “and 
reached up underneath her blue jeans and when she took 
her hand out it had blood on it. She had a very deep cut, 
totally painless (but) there was no tear in her pants.” 
Hopkins says he’s seen 25 cases in the last decade with 
injuries in the same general area but without tears. 

Years later, in the late 1950s, when Horton was 16 she 
was again abducted, an event her mother remembers as 
well. While the family was vacationing in Europe, they 
\Uiy UU'I picnicked near a woods. With her brother, Horton wan- 
dered into the woods. The next thing she remembers she 
was emer £9 n j? from the woods having had a conversation 
"dth a gray-furred deer — what Hopkins calls a “cover¬ 
ing image” to protect her from the memory of seeing an 
alien. 

Her mother, Hopkins says, remembers telling Horton 
she had little drops of blood on her blouse, “but she had no 
idea how she got it.” Hopkins believes they came from “a 
needle which was put up her (Horton’s) nostrils, implying 
an implant." 

Johns Hopkins University astronomer Dr. Richard 
Henry, who with nine other scientists sits on the national 
board of the Fund for UFO Research, admits he’s “sort of 
impressed" by the research project. But, he points out 
that “whether you should be impressed, whether experts 
should be impressed is another matter." 

The 45-year-old scientist spends the bulk of his time 
working on Hopkins’ new ultraviolet telescope, which 
will be launched aboard the space shuttle Columbia next 
March. But, occasionally, he's asked to review research 
proposals for the UFO fund, which is currently the only 
organization that systematically supports research into 
UFO phenomena. “No one is an expert, but we’re as close 
to experts as we have,” he notes. 

Does Henry believe aliens could be visiting Earth? Or, 
are we just a living mote in an otherwise lifeless uni¬ 
verse? “We know the universe is 15 billion years old. Our 
own technological society is only 100 years old — incredi- 
\ bly, incredibly young. There are 100 billion stars in our 
' galaxy (yet) we imagine we are the only technological 
society in the universe... We don’t know. (but) if they 
are out there, they are far ahead of us.... If phenomenon 
is real, it doesn’t surprise me at all." 

Hopkins says the pattern remembered by abductees 
while under hypnosis is remarkably similar: “Whether 
in cars, walking or in bedrooms, they feel paralyzed, 
extraordinarily terrified. They see figures but never feel 
they are deliberately menacing.. . . They are taken into 
ship (which has) either landed or is hovering. Then, 
there’s a blank period and the next thing they remember 
they are on a table in a circular bright room, very calm, 
almost anesthetized. Then there’s a blank period. They 
are stripped — but with no sexual implication. Often 
they don’t remember how they are returned, how they 
got out of the ship. There are some periods of uncon¬ 
sciousness.” 


(cxmtinued on page 7) 
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The aliens they see are also similar: usually 4'/2 to 5'/2 
feet tall with over-large heads, quite slender, with whit¬ 
ish-gray skin like “a dead marshmallow or mushroom” 
and long thin arms. Their eyes or coverings over their 
eyes are extremely black, their mouths a slit that doesn’t 
move. Two tiny openings make up a nose and they’ve no 
ears. 

Hopkins, who has personally interviewed 95 “prob¬ 
able aoductees” and has been in contact with another 200 
“highly likely ones” through telephone calls and letters, 
says he has to assume the phenomenon is “extremely 
widespread.” It also tends to run in families. He’s also 
traced abductions across three generations in two fam¬ 
ilies — fathers and daughters, mothers and sons, all 
picked up at different times. “It seems they (aliens) are 
doing genetic sampling, taking sperm samples from men 
and ova from women. Children are first picked up when 
they are between 5 and 8 years old and are often picked 
up again in adolescence and in young adulthood. 

One Wisconsin woman who read his book wrote him 
her story. She had taken her two sons and neighbor boy 
for a ride to see a bear who had been raiding garbage 
cans. It was a long drive, and she had promised tohe back 
by 9:30 that night, so her husband could use the family 
auto. 

They saw the bear and started out on their long drive 
home. As they drove through the woods, suddenly a 
bright light shown down from above the car. Her foot was 
on the brake, but the car wasn't slowing: or stopping. The 
next thing she knew, they were three miles furtner down 
the road. When she got home, her husband was angry 
that she was so late. She didn’t believe it when he told ner 
it was 11 p.m. and he had to turn on the television to 
prove he hadn’t set the clocks forward. She had lost 90 
minutes on that stretch of road. 

Later, she went back to the scene with her husband. 
As thev approached that stretch of road she panicked. 
She believes she and one boy were taken aboard a ship 
while the other two boys were kept in suspended anima¬ 
tion. 

Perhaps the most famous abductee case (recounted in 
“The Interrupted Journey” by John Fuller and made into 
a TV movie) is that of Barney and Betty Hill. Under 
hypnosis, the New Hampshire couple claimed that on 
Sept. 19, 1961, as they were returning home from 
Montreal, they were abducted by six humanoids and 
taken aboard a spacecraft for two hours. The aliens stuck 
a six-inch needle through Betty’s navel for what she was 
told was a pregnancy test. 

Anotherease, widely reported at the time, occurred in 
Brazil in the fall of 1957. Antonio Villas Beas, 23, wasout 
plowing his father’s field at night to avoid the heat. 
Hopkins says that Beas, who is now a lawyer, stands bv 
the story that he was abducted, stripped and forced to 
have sexual relations with an alien “woman” aboard a 
spacecraft while his brother looked on. 

The after-effects for abductees aren’t pleasant. Accord¬ 
ing to Fund for UFO Research board member and 
professor of sociology at Eastern Michigan University 
Dr. Ronald Westrum, those kidnapped are left with 
unexplained fear, anxiety and phobias. They suffer 
nightmares, flashbacks and quasi-memories. In severe 
cases, personalities unravel, careers suffer and mar¬ 
riages break up. “Many of these cases display the symp¬ 
toms of post-traumatic stress syndrome so common with 
Vietnam veterans,” he says. 

Westrum believes the reports should be taken serious¬ 
ly, “since at least some of them might actually provide 
some evidence of extraterrestrial (or some other kind of 
non-human) intelligence or of some heretofore unrea¬ 
lized factor of the human psyche.” 

If the stories are true, if hundreds and perhaps 
thousands of people have been kidnapped and examined 
by aliens aboard their ships, why haven’t the aliens said, 
“Take me to your leader?" Why hasn’t a government on 
this planet been contacted? 

“We may be to them the way ants are to us — the zoo 
hypothesis, except we’re the zoo,” says Dr. Bruce Macca- 
bee, a Washington, D C.-based physicist with the U.S. 
Navy who is also the chairman of the Fund for UFO 
Research. 

“On the other hand, I don't think we could guarantee 
the government hasn’t been contacted. There are lots of 
weird stories — some of them coming from inside sources 
— that some government agents have had conversations 
with aliens (but there is) no way of proving that," 
Maccabee says. 

“Does the government know?” Hopkins astronomer 
Henry asks rhetorically. “You have to ask, is it possible 
for the U.S. government to keep a secret of that naturefor 
so long?" 

Hopkins has “no doubt" of a U.S. government coverup, 
and says that although the Air Force's investigation of 
UFO reports, “Project Blue Book,” ended in 1969, under 
the Freedom of Information Act he’s seen several hun¬ 
dred pages from military and defense agencies regarding 
sightings. But, he adds, aliens may not have contacted 
the government directly. 

Still, he's convinced that for every one abductee that 
has come forward, there are 100 still secret. They are not 
seeking publicity. They’ve been through the bloody mill 
... It’s a most painful thing to deal with.” 


NEWS TRIBUNE, Ft. Pierce, FL - Nov. 28 (?), 1985 

NASA officials stumped 
by strange light, boom 


By Susan Burgess 

News Tribune Writer 

The mysterious bright light 
and big boom Tuesday after the 
shuttle launch definitely wasn’t a 
plane, it was too high to be a 
helicopter, and it probably 
wasn't the shuttle. 

But it was seen and heard 
Tuesday 400 miles north and 
south of the space shuttle launch 
site at Cape Canaveral. 

Wednesday, National 
Aeronautics and Space Ad¬ 
ministration spokesman Charles 
Redmond said he is stumped. 

Tuesday night he guessed the 
noise was from the shuttle break¬ 
ing the sound barrier But 
Wednesday, when he found out 
how many minutes passed until 
the noise was heard, he said it 
couldn’t have been the shuttle 
unless the atmosphere was play¬ 
ing some very strange tricks. 



Pfw»o provtdad by Svdury 

What is it? 

Then he speculated that the 
light could have been from an Air 
Force helicopter or fighter plane 
deployed from nearby Patrick 
Air Force Base to chase away in¬ 
truder planes. 

The sound, he guessed, could 
have come from a jet afterburner 
that kicked in when the pilot 
decided it was time to hurry back 
to base. 


CR: Mrs. R.T. Girard via R. Girard 
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Tracing UFOs is his life work 

- much detail or explain the experience 

by Jo* Manttntri over and over again are usually untrue. 

News Tribune Writer _ “One of the young mothers ran to a 

Some subjects really provide intro- telephone and called her dad, he said, 
spection for certain individuals. One “Her dad had a tape recorder on the 
area that does that is unidentified fly- telephone. After a few minutes, he had 
ing objects and psychic phenomenon. her start aR arer again and he turned 
People like to debate whether they ex- the U P« recopder on. I’ve got a very 
istornot. exciting description of what they saw 

One person who has decided to make and abou * their first reactions, 
his life work investigating UFOs to “Here we have a very good eyewit- 
John DeHerrera of Fullerton, who haa- ness account. There’s more than one 
lived in the city for 23 years and been person and they are very excited and 
an investigator for 30. You can tell they’ve had a pro- 

"My objective is to find out what found experience. All three 


UFO’s are — what’s the nature, the 
substance,” DeHerrera said. “In a 
court of law, I can prove they are real. I 
could give a good indication of what 
they are. That’s what I would like to 
do.” 

One significant report he has investi¬ 
gated happened in Van Nuys about two 
years ago. It was seen by two young 
mothers, he said. 

“One of them had a teen-aged daugh¬ 
ter who was going to be attending the 
junior high school there,” DeHerrera 
said. 

“They drove out at nine o’clock in the 
evening to see what the school looked 
like and how far it was. The mothers 
drove into the large school yard and 
two other cars that had been parked 
there drove away at the same time they 
were pulling in. 

“They stopped and turned off their 
lights; parked there a couple minutes. 
The mothers noticed a glowing object 
drop out of the sky into the back lot of 
the school. In the yard are tall olean¬ 
ders all the way around. It’s a really 
good hiding place for anything. 

“Then, in a few seconds, it came 
around the building, just maybe five 
feet off the ground and stopped right in 
front of the car. I measured 100 feet in 
front of the car. It paused a few seconds 
and backed ud mavbe 20 to 30 feet. And, 

then shot back up in the sky,” he con¬ 
tinued. 

DeHerrera was accompanied by in¬ 
vestigator Anne Druffel to check out 
the case and was pleased with the de¬ 
scriptions. DeHerrera said. 

The one thing an investigator always 
has to be on the look out for are the 
false reports, he said. Reports in which 
the person or individuals cannot give 


descriptions correspond. 

“The siting was 200 feet away 
at the closest point; very little 
chance of mlsidentifying an air¬ 
craft,” DeHerrera said. 

After getting the report, he 
started canvassing the neighbor¬ 
hood and talked to a lot of people 
but couldn’t find any neighbors 
that had seen the object, DeHer¬ 
rera said. But, at the airport, he 
found a pilot who had seen some¬ 
thing. 

“This pilot said he was flying 
in that area in the evening — he 
had just taken off and that some¬ 
thing got above his aircraft. It lit 
up the whole top of his airplane. 
He couldn’t see the object, 
though. 

“That’s a typical good re¬ 
port.” 

DeHerrera, who wants to test 
his beliefs from the 30 years of 
UFO studies that he has done, 
tried for the $10,000 reward that 
Southern California Skeptics 
have offered. It will be paid to 
the first individual who can 
prove they had or have a “para¬ 
normal” ability or experience, 
the group said. 

“Nothing is wrong with mild 
and moderate skepticism, but 
militant skeptics confuse the is¬ 
sues with erroneous facts, nega¬ 
tive biases and their hostile 
attitude,” DeHerrera said. 

“Orginally, I welcomed the 
skeptics but then found out that 
they could not be trusted with 
facts and figures. 

“I just knew they were going 
to squirm out. They’ve stated 
that they will never pay anyone. 


But he checked with all the Air 
Force bases in Florida Wednes¬ 
day and none had any supersonic 
planes in the air in South Florida 
around the time of the launch, 
although there were some 
helicopters in the area,, he said 

Redmond ruled out the 
possibility that a Harrier plane, 
the kind that can hover and then 
take off, or an ' *Airwolf" type 
helicopter could be in the area. 
He said shuttle launches are con¬ 
sidered a matter of high priority 
national security and for that 
reason no one puts anything in 
the air without telling NASA. 

The shuttle took off at exactly 
7:29 p.m: and the noise from the 
breaking of the sound barrier 
would have been heard on the 
Treasure Coast at 7:30:07, he 
calculated. 

Residents said the boom, 
followed by a house-shaking rum¬ 
ble, occurred at about 7:41, or 
about 12 minutes after the 
launch The first call came into 
St. Lucie County’s 911 Central 
Communications at 7:46 p.m., a 
supervisor said. 

The shuttle took off due east, 
and ascended at a 45-degree 
angle, Redmond said. 

The light, according to two St. 
Lucie County witnesses of the 
phenomenon, was hanging in the 
sky near the shuttle before the 
launch. 

George Suchary of Hills Court, 
to the east of Sabal Palm Plaza, 
said it hung still, then moved left 
and right, back and forth. It 
didn't flicker like a star, and it 
was too big for a star, he said. 

He ran in the house, grabbed 
his Polaroid camera and snapped 
a picture of the light. By that 
time the shuttle was nearly out of 
sight and the mysterious light was 
streaking southeast across the 
sky 

Redmond said NASA is in¬ 
terested in determining what the 
sound and light might be because 
“it would answer a couple of in¬ 
triguing observations passed on 
to us during previous launches.” 


It’s just a ruse. You see, most 
investigators are frightened by 
these skeptics. I don’t fear them 
one bit.” he added. 

DeHerrera said he figured the 
skeptics were not going to live up 
to their bargain so he made it 
enticing for them by showing ev¬ 
idence of both UFOs and ghosts. 

“I came to find out they were 
getting $10,000, supposedly, from 
Randi the magician. I knew 
right away Randi was Just a con 
artist. There were rumors that 
he swore he never would pay 
anybody the money. A former 
colleague of his admitted as 
much. 

“A1 Seckel, the chairman of 
the skeptics group who was giv¬ 
en the power to offer the chal¬ 
lenge by Randi, kept hounding 
me on the phone. ‘What is your 
description of what UFOs are,’ 
he asked. I spent some time and 
said what I though UFOs were. 
He called another time and in¬ 
sisted I give him the evidence I 
have. 

“We agreed before that we 
would take six unbiased people 
and I would present the evidence 
to them. They would evaluate it. 
So now, Al is saying, give it to 
me. You haven't given the evi¬ 
dence to me so therefore you’re 
not in compliance. That’s his 
way out. Seckel wants to be the 
only one to review the evi¬ 
dence.” he said. 
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UFO chaser: 
Somebody is 
watching us 


Fawcett designed his proposed million-dollar UFO museum 22 years ago 


By Kathy Chaffin 

THE SALISBURY POST 

"Reporting an unidentified fly¬ 
ing object is like reporting the 
Virgin Mary on your front porch or 
letting a bobcat in your living 
room: all hell breaks loose,” says 
UFO investigator George Fawcett 
of Lincolnton. 

Sylvia Bagby, whose UFO sight¬ 
ing on Nov. 10 is detailed in an 
accompanying story on this page, 
knows the feeling. She reported 
seeing a round, red object as big 
as a house in the sky over 
Salisbury. People laughed when 
she reported it, she says. 

That's why 90 percent of the 
people who see UFOs never report 
them, Faucett says. Of the 10 
percent reported, most prove to be 
balloons, lithium clouds or planets 

But those that can’t be explained 
hold the secret to one of the 
world’s most intriguing, and some 
say, frightening, mysteries. 

Fawcett, who has spent 41 years 
and $30,000 investigating UFO 
sightings, says, "If you have a 
taxicab, why not a driver?” 

Fawcett became interested in 
UFOs at age 15 after reading a 
newspaper story on "mysterious 
silvery balls” over Paris. The 
article, dated Dec. 13, 1944, said 
Allied Forces feared the balls 
were a new German war device. 
Similar sightings have since been 
identified as UFOs. 

Only sighting 

Six years later, Fawcett saw his 
first and only UFO while attending 
Lynchburg College in Virginia. 

“I’d been to visit my roommate 
in the infirmary, and I was walking 
across the campus when suddenly 
I saw what looked like a large 
tractor tire right above me,” he 
says. “I watched it for 4V4 
minutes. Finally it moved up and 
down like a yo-yo on a string about 
five times and then took off at a 45- 
degree angle." 

Fawcett is one of more than 15 
million Americans claiming to 
have seen UFOs, according to a 
1978 Gallup poll. The same poll 
said that 57 percent of the public 
accepted UFOs as real and that 93 
percent of the public — the highest 
figure ever — was aware of UFOs. 

Another poll says 47 percent of 


people believe in intelligent life on 
other planets. However, Fawcett 
says the public should examine the 
facts. 

"You've got to guard against 
foolish faith,” he says. "What I try 
to do is walk the middle road 
between foolish faith, where every 
light in the sky is a spaceship, and 
blind doubt based on the 
philosophy. ‘Don’t bother me with 
the facts. My mind's made up.’ ” 

When Fawcett, a Mount Airy 
native, started talking about 
UFOs, people called him a “kook," 
“communist" and "crackpot.” 

Sputnik scare 

Then in 1957, the Soviets 
launched Sputnik, and people 
began looking to the sky. After 
American astronauts walked on 
the moon in 1969, people began 
thinking, "if we can do it, maybe 
others can too." 

Over the years, Fawcett's work 
was accepted and he was invited to 
speak on radio and television and 
to civic organizations and schools, 
including the Rowan Chamber of 
Commerce in 1974 and Catawba 
College in 1981. 

He was interviewed by “Tar 
Heel” and several other regional 
magazines and newspapers when a 
big wave of UFOs hit the area in 
the '70s, and he has published over 
100 articles on UFOs. His first 
book, “Quarter Century Studies of 
UFOs in Florida, North Carolina 
and Tennessee,” was published in 
1975 

Fawcett also founded UFO study 
groups in North Carolina, Florida, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and 
New England. After moving to 
North Carolina in 1973 he became 
state director of the North Caro¬ 
lina Chapter of the Mutual UFO 
Network, one of four national 
organizations coordinating UFO 
research. This summer, he was 
one of 11 speakers at the network's 
16th annual UFO symposium in St. 
Louis, Mo. 

Fawcett recently gave up the 
directorship to complete a study 
on human reaction to UFO en¬ 
counters. He studied people’s reac¬ 
tions in 27 countries to UFO 
encounters. They ranged from 
panic to selling homes to families 
splitting up because of the en¬ 
counter. 


Fawcett has 25 filing cabinets full of UFO case reports 


"You wouldn't believe what 
people do, and yet they were 
consistent worldwide,” he says. 

Rowan sightings 

Fawcett has investigated sev¬ 
eral UFO sightings in the Rowan 
area. 

This year he investigated two 
sightings on Hurley School Road in 
western Rowan County and an 
alleged landing site near 
Mocksville which left a 30-foot 
circle surrounded by an 18-inch 
ring still visible three years after 
it was discovered. State soil of¬ 
ficials could not explain potassium 
deposits at the site. 

The Hurley School Road sight¬ 
ings — reported last month after 
Fawcett spoke to students at West 
Rowan Senior High School during 
American Education Week — look¬ 
ed like a "bright, white star” that 
turned into a hovering round red 
disc-shaped UFO "about the size 
of the moon.” And Salisbury Post 
carrier Carroll Owen reported 
seeing "a large shaft of light” in 
the sky at 5 a m. 

Humans sometimes report 
minor to serious physical reactions 
to UFO encounters, Fawcett says. 
One of the women who witnessed 
the UFO on Hurley School Road 
said she felt a "tingling or burning 
sensation” on the top of her head. 

A Mount Airy woman who 
reported seeing a UFO outside her 
residence, with an occupant look¬ 
ing out the window, soon developed 
cataracts, he says. 

Burned, paralyzed 

In 18 cases, says Fawcett, 
people were either burned, para¬ 
lyzed or blinded by UFOs. One of 
the most severe cases involved a 
Brazil farmer who developed 
leukemia and died three months 
after he claimed to have been shot 
with a beam of light. The farmer 
reportedly shot at the alien with a 
rifle. 

Some of the physical reactions 
have been beneficial, Fawcett 

says 

“One lady who was overweight 
lost 35 pounds,” he says. "Another 
man, a farmer down in Venezuela 


who was hit by a beam of light ... 
was sick for a couple of days, then 
at the age of 70, he developed a 
third set of teeth." 

Several who have reported en¬ 
counters with UFO occupants have 
increased IQs, and some have 
developed psychic abilities. 
“They've become almost like cos¬ 
mic citizens,” he says. 

Fawcett has a simple expla¬ 
nation for the negative and 
positive reactions to UFOs: "I’m 
one of the researchers who believe 
we have the good guys with white 
hats and the bad guys with black 
hats in UFOs. We have some who 
not only manipulate time and 
space, but manipulate human 
minds in close encounters.” 

Such fears, Fawcett thinks, have 
led the government to hide infor¬ 
mation about UFO sightings. He 
calls the coverup a “cosmic 
Watergate.” 

Former “top-secret” documents 
released this year reveal that the 
military concluded 40 years ago 
that UFOs were real but denied 
their existence to the public. 

“The government concluded 
that UFOs were unconventional 
objects with a high degree of 
technology and that they did 
represent a threat to national 
security and human survival,” 
Fawcett says. 

"I've got a sneaking suspicion 
that the light waves and sound 
waves involved with UFOs was 
what sparked our Star Wars con¬ 
troversy,” he says, "and that we 
are trying to duplicate someone 
else’s technology." 

Fawcett says rumors have 
circulated for years that the 
government was going to open up 
and reveal to the public what it 
knows about UFOs. “They were 
stalling for time,” he says, “be¬ 
cause they wanted to duplicate the 
UFO technology before Russia or 
China beat us to it. 

“What I was so mad about was 
that for so many years, the Air 
Force gave such ridiculous expla¬ 
nations of UFOs. That ruined a lot 
of families and caused people (who 
had reported UFOs) to lose jobs 
and be ridiculed.” 


Holding back 

The government may be holding 
back information because of a 
possible adverse public reaction, 
Fawcett says. Some fear mass 
hysteria similar to reaction to 
Orson Welles' 1938 radio broadcast 
of “War of the Worlds," based on 
a novel about an invasion from 
Mars. 

The most controversial debate 
going on in UFO research today 
centers on claims that the govern¬ 
ment has recovered alien bodies 
from UFO crashes. 

Fawcett says he has interviewed 
military personnel involved in 
investigat ing the crashes and 
doctors who reportedly did 
autopsies on the bodies. They all 
say they would like to go public but 
are forbidden by the Espionage 
Act of 1938. Under the act, anyone 
who reveals any vital intelligence 
Information could face the death 
penalty. 

Fawcett says he doesn't want to 
take the reports too se riously or 
too lightly. “But they look exactly 
like they should,” he says, based 
on 3,500 reports of encounters with 
UFO occupants reported through¬ 
out the world. Thirty-six were 
reported in North Carolina. 

Taken aboard ship* 

There have been 600 worldwide 
reports of people being abducted 
by UFOs, two in this state. A 
Raleigh housewife and a Monroe 
Cadillac salesman both claim to 
have been taken aboard UFOs and 
examined. 

They describe the occupants as 
being 3V4-to-4V4 feet tall and 
weighing about 40 pounds. The 
aliens have large, almond-shaped 
eyes, a large head, no ear lobes, 
two small holes for a nose and a 
slit for a mouth. The mouth does 
not appear to be used for com¬ 
municating or eating. 

The occupants have thin necks, 
thin arms that reach to their q 
knees, scaly skin and four fingers, X 
two longer than the others, reports 

(continued on page 9) 
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Strange 
lights 
in sky 

By gord McCulloch 
T emiscaming-Mattawa Bureau 

For sky watchers Wednesday 
there were some interesting 
aspects to prevailing conditions 
other than high winds. 

Reports of strange sightings in 
the early morning sky came from 
various centres throughout the dis¬ 
trict, including North Bay and as 
far distant as Collingwood. 

Jack St. Onge. a Tembec em¬ 
ployee who lives on a farm at Red¬ 
bridge. told the Nugget he was 
doing his morning chores around 
the farm shortly after 5 a m., 
Wednesday, when he noticed a 
green light in the southern sky. 

He said it appeared to be the size 
of a full moon and seemed to be 
approaching and growing larger. 

"My first thought was Halley’s 
Comet and I called my wife Jane 
and the kids," he said. 

But by the- time they came out of 
the house the big ball had dis¬ 
appeared and two smaller spheres 
could be seen with what appeared 
to be light beams coming from 
them. 

“It was a somewhat terrifying 
experience." he said. 

While commuting to Temiscam- 
ing with two other men he men¬ 
tioned the incident. One of the two 
other fellows said he had seen a 
similar object but didn’t like to 
mention it because he felt he would 
be ridiculed. 

At the Temiscaming mill Mr. St. 
Onge mentioned the incident to 
Rheal Viau, an electrician also em¬ 
ployed by Tembec and who lives at 
Ville Marie, some 80 kilometres 
north of the pulp town. 

Mr. Via said he had also seen 
some strange but similar objects in 
the sky on his way to Temiscam¬ 
ing. 

The first was a yellow sphere 
which remained in view for ap¬ 
proximately 10 minutes. Then a 
purple ball appeared and was visi¬ 
ble for a matter of minutes It dis¬ 
appeared and a few minutes later 
and a white sphere appeared 

Mr. Viau was travelling in a 
southerly direction and he said the 
three objects were clearly visible 
through the windshield of his vehi¬ 
cle. He also said projections like 
light beams could be seen on the 
left sides of the objects. 
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UFO PROBES 

The Civil Aviation 
Authority is investigating 
reports that a brightly-lit 
UFO hovered over homes 
in Aberbargoed. Gwent, 
tor an hour during an 
eclipse of the moon 


FOREIGN NEWS 


l i 


Two truck drivers who stopped 
for a coffee break after an early- 
morning, southbound haul along 
Hwy. 101 from Ville Marie, told Te¬ 
miscaming resident Rene (Gibou) 
Raymond, they had a strange ex¬ 
perience near the village of Laniel, 
34 kilometres north of Temiscam¬ 
ing 

They said as they crested a hill a 
white cloud was sighted above the 
highway in front of them. Believ¬ 
ing it to be fog they slowed and the 
cloud shot straight up into the sky. 

Mr. St. Onge said he reported the 
sightings to the North Bay office of 
Environment Canada. 

Barry Armstrong of Environ¬ 
ment Canada, North Bay, told the 
Nugget there had been reports of 
other similar sightings, the same 
morning, from other centres 
throughout the district, including 
North Bay and as far as Colling 
wood. 

From Collingwood. Ted Aldridge, 
who is a profssional pilot, reported 
sightings similar to those seen in 
this district. The Collingwood resi¬ 
dent told the Environment Canada 
office, the sightings had been made 
by himself and a friend Wednesday 
morning. 

Mr. Armstrong said Jim Mac- 
Lean, also of of the North Bay 
office of Environment Canada had 
taken detailed notes of the sight¬ 
ings and compiled a log of the re¬ 
ports. 

The Nugget also talked with 
Master Sgt Don Weston of CFB 
North Bay He said there had been. 

no indication" of any strange 
objects being sighted in the area. 




jjj Chesham 
- ready for 
| aliens 

i 

'S CHESHAM townsfolk 
may be a sceptical lot. but 
'Ji at least 50 per cent of 
fi them are prepared for an 
invasion by an alien race 

i from another planet 

That was one of the findings of 
a survey tarried oul hv New Era 
Publications in ihe town centre 
Iasi week. 

Only 30 per cent of the people 
questioned believed that Earth 
M would be strong enough to resist 
Z an alien attack, but 75 per cent 
□ were reassured hv their belief 
2 that the East and West would 
rt join together to fight off the 
*** attack 

• The questions were part of a 
£9 national survey that has been 
Q carried out for the last three 
Q months When it is completed 
® the findings will be given to the 
House ot Lords l^identified 
Flying Object Study Group 

CR: T. Good 



A TALK on UFO’s at Abergele library attracted so ^ 
much interest that monthly lectures might soon become 00 
a feature there. kn 

Head librarian Mr. Bryn Davies said 15 people had 
turned up to listen to Mrs. Margaret Fry on Monday 
night, and that he was convinced there was a demand in 
the town for occasional lectures. 

"Quite a lot of people had hoped to come last Monday 
but I think the weather put them off and I am looking at 
the possibility of holding regular talks here. 

“I know there will be no 
shortage of people to speak 
to the public on subjects 
such as the history of Aher- v 

gele and the police role in 3 n iiba 

society,, and I would like W 3 |IC|| IflQIl 

anyone who would like to ^ 05 "f lllQII 

see a certain topic, or who 05 __ 

would like to give a talk, to H tPlIC flmlPP 

get in touch with me at the IClIO |IUIIUC 

library,” he said. ft *\ 

"Mrs. Fry’s talk went > Q A FURNACE Green rcsi- 

down so well that she is H dent has told police he saw 

going to come back again Rj an unidentified flying ob- 

another night,” he added. 55 eg jeet over Tilgatc Park on 

h,‘T S S H d .k e hop< ^ ° O' Sunday nielli: 

to get the idea off the ground r. H ,, 

in the new year. sa ‘^ " " i,N a rci * 

To illustrate her talk. Mrs. M qq Mar - vvh,ch u,rnc,J vvhiu - 

Fry also put up an exhibi- g became smaller and then 

tion in the library, which Fn * disappeared, at about 11 

will he on show until the end H S pm 

of the month. Q i-j "It was not reported to 

I us until the following dav. 

so we could not get out and 
'S cheek it, s.ud a police 

j spokesman “There have 

i been »o oilier reported 

[ S' sightings.” 


CR: T. Good 
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Family ‘terrified by UFO’ 


A FAMILY claims to have 
been terrified for three 
hours by a UFO. 

The owner of a remote farm at 
Edgworth says he ran into his 
home when he saw the object and 
as it loomed near the farm his 
daughter became hysterical. 

The mysterious white glow 
appeared low in the sky about 
five miles from the farm but at 
times it seemed to be within a 
few hundred yards. 

The local businessman, who 
does not wish to be named, said: 
“I was driving home with my son 
from Darwen at about 5 p.m. on 


By NEAL KEELING 

Saturday when he saw something 
out of the car window and asked 
if it was Halley’s Comet. 

“When we arrived at the front 
of the farm I noticed my wife 
and daughter. I started to unload 
the car but they were calling me 
in. When I turned round and saw 
the object I shot inside. 

"It was terrific — a white glow 
with no real shape. It was very 
bright. Without actually moving 
it seemed to get bigger and 
brighter. It was very strange." 

He immediately phoned Air 


Traffic Control at Manchester 
who told him nothing had been 
picked up in the area on radar. 

He added: “My daughter was 
having hysterics. My wife was 
trying to keep me inside the 
house and stop me from looking 
at it. And my son went upstairs 
for his air rifle. It was very 
frightening. " 

Half an hour later the family 
heard the sound of high-altitude 
planes and the object disap¬ 
peared. But it returned as the 
sound faded. 

At 7.30 p.m. family friends 
arrived at the farm and also 


bolted inside the building after 
seeing the object. 

The man said: "By 8 p.m. the 
thing had disappeared com¬ 
pletely. Then two lights came out 
from behind a hill criss-crossed 
over and then shot away. That 
was the finale. 

The man added: "I do not 
want to be named because I do a 
lot of business in the Bolton area 
and do not want to be thought of 
as some kind of idiot." 

The mystery is now being 
investigated by UFO expert Steve 
Balon of Leigh. 
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By NEAL KEELING 

BRITAIN’S top UFO 
expert has shed light on 
the Edgworth “white 
glow” mystery. 

The "extra-terrestrial" that 
held a family under virtual siege 
for three hours could have been 
the planet Venus or a bright star. 

As reported in the Evening 
News on New Year's Eve. the 
owner of a remote farm ran terri¬ 
fied into his home and his daugh¬ 
ter became hysterical when the 


object loomed near the farm. 

The shapeless white glow 
appeared low in the sky about 
five miles from the farm but at 
times it seemed to be within a 
few hundred yards. 

The man phoned Air Traffic 
Control at Manchester who told 
him nothing had been picked up 
in the area on radar. 

But Jenny Randles, director of 
investigations for the National 
British UFO Association, believes 
the mystery can be explained. 

She said today: "Any bright 


light low in the sky or on the 
horizon will give a distortion 
effect which can produce a very 
strange optical illusion. 

"If it is against a completely 
black sky it can be interpreted by 
the mind in a strange way. The 
moon can give the same effect 
when it is low. 

“The chances of any sighting 
being a UFO are remote. But the 
odds are even larger — about 
9,000-1 — if the object remains 
in the area for three hours. 

"Without speaking to the 


people involved I do not want to 
be too specific about this particu¬ 
lar case. But it is almost certain 
that there is an astronomical 
explanation. It could have been a 
bright star or Venus." 

Jenny added that her associ¬ 
ation received reports of carbon¬ 
copy sightings several times a 
year. 

“We had a case in September 
in Blackpool when a woman had 
reported being followed in her 
car by a white light for three 
hours. But that turned out to be 
Venus." 


Jenny, who is the only full¬ 
time UFO expert in the country, 
and a professional writer on the 
subject, also revealed a possible 
explanation for the dramatic 
movement of the object. 

"The object appears to be 
moving but in fact it is the per¬ 
son’s eyes which are moving — a 
phenomena which scientists call 
auto-kinesis." she said. 

The family who saw the object 
do not wish to be named. But 
they are now being quizzed by 
UFO experts. 








Malcolm’s search for ghosts and U.F.O.s 


H AVE you ever seen a U.F.O.? Is your house 
haunted? At some time in your life have you had 
an unusual experience that couldn't be explained? 

If so, Malcolm Robinson of Alloa would be delighted 
to hear from you. His spare time interest is investigating 
strange phenomena, certain aspects of the paranormal, 
and he travels throughout Britain in search of such 
stories. 

In particular he is fascinated 
by the subject of unidentified 
flying objects (U.F.O.’s) and as 
president of the Scottish U F O. 

Network, he follows up reports 
of sightings and interviews 
witnesses. 

"Ninety-five per cent, of 
U.F.O. sightings are all identifi¬ 
able objects." he told me. 

"There are only a very small 
number of true U.F.O. sightings. 

"These things have been 
tracked on radar throughout the 
world They have sent jets up to 
inspect these objects and they 
have been well outpaced. 

"What surprises me is that the 
governments of the world don’t 
take this more seriously." 

Orange object 

Has he ever seen a U.F.O. 
himself? "I have seen some¬ 
thing but I'm not sure it was a 
U.F.O.," he says. 

"It was at Loch Ness back in 
1979. 


ing chap. He himself has no 
explanation for what happened. 
He has no interest in U.F.O.'s 
and is very down to earth." 

Along with Bill Gibbons. Mal¬ 
colm has been co-writing a book 
for the past couple of years on 
U.F.O. sightings in Scotland. To 
some extent they have conflict¬ 
ing opinions on the matter. 

"He believes that the U.F.O. 
problem is extra terrestrial but 
I’m not totally convinced." re¬ 
marked 28-year old Malcolm. "I 
am willing to believe that it may 
be other things." 

At present Bill Gibbons is in 
the Congo with a party of twelve 
people in search of a particular 
dinosaur-type creature called 
mokele mbev which natives 
claim they have seen. 

Malcolm follows up news¬ 
paper reports of U.F.O. sight¬ 
ings. hauntings. and other para¬ 
normal phenomena by making 
contact with the people who 
have experienced them. 

“I travel to various locations 
and interview witnesses to 
various kinds of phenomena. 


"One of the better stories is 
the one that occurred near 
Livingstone in 1979," he said. 

"Early one Friday morning a 
forestry worker called Hob 
Taylor was walking down a 
forestry path and approaching a 
clearing. 

"In this clearing there was. he 
claims, a silvery grey object and 
two smaller objects came rush¬ 
ing out from underneath. They 
looked very similar to second 
world war sea mines (spherical 
objects with spikes sticking 
out). 

"They projected these spikes 
to his trousers and, before he 
passed out, he felt a tugging 
sensation to his trousers. 

"When he recovered, the 
object had gone but there were 
triangular and circular holes in 
the ground. His trousers were 
ripped and he had a terrible 
thirst. 

"The police put a fence round 
the area and experts were sent 
up to take samples from the 
ground, but they were unable to 
give an explanation. 

"I found Bob a very convinc- 

L. » 


nary incidents fascinates 
Malcolm. 

As he says, "Man has not 
solved all the mysteries of the 
universe. There arc many more 
mysteries still to be uncovered 
through people like myself 
throughout the world who are 
really interested in paranormal 
phenomena primarily to learn 
and understand." 


Normally I do my invervlews on 
cassette tape but I have now 
purchased a video camera and I 
hope to do interviews on video." 

Has he encountered any 
spooks himself? "Although I 
have been in many haunted 
houses and have heard so many 
tales about ghosts, generally no, 
I haven't," he admits. 

Among the ghost stories he 
has looked into recently is a 
haunted pub in Stirling called 
The King’s Stables Inn. 

Banging doors 

"The proprietors have been 
seeing the ghost of a man. It has 
no distinct shape but is just a 
cloudy, shadowy thing. Inci¬ 
dents happen like doors banging 
for no reason and a hanging 
pot plant suddenly swinging 
violently to and fro. 

"That was very interesting. 
One sensation I did feel there 
was that 1 was absolutely freez¬ 
ing and when I moved away to 
take photographs I was back to 
normal again " 

Investigating out of the ordi- 


"It was late at night and I was 
down on the shore with some 
friends. I had my back to the 
loch when suddenly a lady in the 
party screamed out What is 
that?’ 

"By the time I turned round 
all I saw was a half-moon 
shaped, orange object rise and 
fall above the hills on the 
opposite side of the loch. It was 
throwing out light. 

"There were no roads or 
houses at that point, and it 
wasn’t search lights or torches. 
I have no explanation for it but I 
wouldn't call it a U.F.O." 

Malcolm, who stays at 41 
Leven Court, Mar Estate, Alloa, 
has heard many tales of U.F.O. 
sightings during his 
investigations. 
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Terror hovers in the sky 


By TONY DONNELLY 

THERE was a comforting mes¬ 
sage today for the Darwen 
businessman who spotted a 
UFO—you are not alone. 

The well-known businessman asked 
the Evening Telegraph not to identify 
him in our story yesterday to avoid 
embarrassment 

But he claims that he and his family were 
terorised for three hours by a UFO in thei' 
remote farmhouse at Edgworth 

The dose encounter happened on Decem¬ 
ber 28 and following publicity about the 
sighting, a couple from Bolton also claimed to 
have seen the white glow in the sky on the 
same evening 

They spotted the object as they were driv¬ 
ing near Belmont and claimed that it seemed 
to follow their car at about 50 mph. 


UFOs over East Lancs 


The Edgworth encounter is just the latest in 
a long series of sightings in East Lancashire. 

In 1980. Todmorden policeman Alan God¬ 
frey stopped his patrol car in front of a bright, 
luminous glow. 

PC Godfrey "lost" 15 minutes of his life and 
returned to the police station unable to recall 
what had happened. 

But under hypnosis he said that he had 
been "interrogated" on board a space ship. 

In the same year, Polish-born Zygmunt 
Adamski was found dead on a coal heap in 
Todmorden with burns to his head and neck 
caused by a substance unknown to science. 

Eighteen months ago, a spate of sightings 
in the Rossendale Valley led to questions in 
the House of Commons. 

And there have been dozens of other re¬ 


ports of mystery lights In the sky over the 
past few years. 

There were so many sightings that two 
local groups were set up to investigate the 
phenomena. 

One of the groups even looked into the 
bizarre case of an Accrington woman who 
claimed she had made love to an alien by 
telepathy. 

But not all the reports are so way-out and 
many sightings have been made by people 
who had no obvious reason for making things 
up. 

Mr Stephen Brown, of Burnley. Is the direc¬ 
tor of the Lancashire centre for UFO studies. 

He said: "I am very interested by the 
reports of this latest sighting. I can wefl 
understand the man being reluctant to reveal 
his name. 


"If you say you have seen a UFO, most 
people poke fun at you. But our organisation 
has more than 30 members and we investi¬ 
gate things seriously. 

"Tbe trouble is that people think you mean 
that UFOs are space ships. All we are saying 
Is that people see things in the sky that have 
no obvious exolanatlon. 

"I have got used to the mickey-taking over 
the years, but many people who have seen 
UFOs are reluctant to come forward because 
they are frightened others will laugh at them. 

"All I can say to them is that we have had 
many reports from genuine people who heve 
seen something that cannot just be dis¬ 
missed. 

"The most convincing cases we had last 
year were from the Burnley area in January. 
The witnesses saw an object heading over 
from Nelson and there were independent 
reports from many people under its path." 
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START THE DAY 

Winston and the flying saucers 



USB 


WHEN Sir Wiaston Churchill was Prime Minister be 
ordered a report oa flying saucers, according to Cabinet 
Papers released yesterday under the 30-year rule. 

In a memo to the Air Ministry, be demanded: “What 
does all this stufT about flyiag saucers amount to? What 
can it all mean? W hat is the truth? Let me have a report 
at your convenience." 

The answer from Air Secretary Lord De L’lsle and 
Dudley — that the “staff" did not amount to much — 
dearlv satisfied him. 



nr 


coodudcd that reports about them had four possible 


The only other papers in the file are an exchange of explanations, 
letters in 1955 drawing attention to a magazine report They were either known astronomical or meteorologi- 
denying the existence of UFOs. Lord De L'lsle told Win- cal phenomena; mistaken identification of conventional 
stoo that a fuUmtelUgeace study into Unidentified Flying aircraft balloons and birds: optical illusions and 
Objects, “described by Che Press as flying saucers,” bad physcbological delusions; or hoaxes. 


3 hours 
of fear 
from 

UFO 

'White glow' hung 
over family home 


■ Policeman 
Alan 

Godfrey, who 
'loat' 15 
minutes of 
his life in en 
encounter 

withe UFO. 



Wl 


■ Stephen 
Brown—'If you 
eey you have 
seen e UFO, 
most people 
poke fun et 
you . . . ' 


POLICEMEN 
SPOT UFO 

LOCAL police were investigating the sighting of a 
UFO reported by two of their own officers. 

The officers. Sergeant Jimmy Begg and P C. 
Tommy Murphy, stationed at Armadale, saw the 
UFO, described as a “luminous flying clothes pole” 
in the sky above the town om Monday evening. 

“1 glanced up to the sky and saw an orange-red 
object travelling at around 60 m.p.h. falling to the 
ground,” said Sergeant Begg. “It looked like a 
l umin ous flying clothes pole and didn’t burn out. It 
continued to glow as it disappeared into a housing 
estate.” 

The officers, who saw the object from their 
patrol car from nearly a mile away, described it as 
six inches in diameter and three feet long. Sergeant 
Begg saw the object for around five seconds, P.C. 
Murphy for two. 

The policemen later scoured the Avondale 
Drive area but could find no sign of the object. No 
residents in the area reported anything strange. 


MERCURY, leicester, Ehgland 
Dec. 2, 1985 CR: T. Good 

Throwing a 
light on UFO 

The Leicester UFO Investigation Centre, based 
at 28 Willow Brook Road, Leicester, are conducting 
inquiries into strange goings on in the sky. 

Many people have centre claims that the 


reported strange Hashing recent sightings are very 
lights in the skies above similar to the 67 reported 
Uie county and it has noth- sight ings on October 23. 
mg to do with Halleys 1979 over the sky in west- 
Comet. ern Leicestershire and 

Apparently since early Staffordshire 
August there have been ^llordsnire. 
many sightings of a investigations have 
triangular shaped object shown that the object 
with unusual lights. could not have been a cml- 

According to the centre ian aircraft or a military 
among the witnesses who cran fhe public are aware 
have seen the strange °*- 

object were two police So what is it? And, 
officers who noticed the indeed, where is it? If you 
peculiar lights at Long have spotted such a craft 
Clawson on September 27. the oeople at the Leicester 
Reported sightings have UFO Investigation Centre 
also come from Kirby Bel- would like to hear from 
lars and Huncote and the you. or ET. or whoever 


; A BUSINESSMAN 
1 has told of his close 
I encounter with a 
j UFO 

h He and his family were 
. frightened for three 
j hours by a strange white 
3 glow above their remote 
\ farmhouse 

j The man. a Darwen 
businessman, has asked 
J not to be named 
1 1 have spoken about it in 

J the shop, but it has now got 
3 blown up out of all pro- 
1 portion i m walking round 
► with my head down at the 
■ moment " 

^ But UFO investigators 
a’-e checking the incident 
The man was driving 
home with his son from 
Darwen to his farmhouse 
in Edgworth when he saw- 
something out of the car 
window. 

It was terrific—a white 
glow w ith no real shape It 
was very bright and with¬ 
out actually moving it 
seemed to get bigger and 
brighter." 

The man ran into his 
farmhouse and phoned air 
-traffic control at Manches¬ 
ter who told him nothing 
had been picked up on 
radar 

His daughter was very- 
upset and the whole family 
w as frightened 

After friends arrived, the 
UFo seemed to fade and 
half-an-hour later disap¬ 
peared 

The man said "I have 
never said it was a space¬ 


ship and 1 don’t want to be | 
named because people 
might think 1 am some kind 
of idiot." 

L’FO expert Steve Balon 
believed the sighting was 
one of the most significant 
in recent years 


Another sighting was 
made a few days after the 
first one on Saturday. De¬ 
cember 28 But the man 
said he had not reported it 
because of the fuss over the 
first 

Reports of a similar 
sighting over Bacup have 
led to speculation that 
there could be a new wave 
of UFO activity in East 
Lancashire 

Interest in unidentified 
flying objects reached a 
peak in the late 1970s when 
several Rossendale people 
reported seeing the same 
dome-like object in the sky. 

Tailor Mike Sacks, who 
helped to co-ordinate UFO 
sightings in Rossendale at 
that time says how he has 
given up his interest in 
UFOs because he had met 
such scepticism He 
sympathised with the 
businessman 

"I was devoted to it for 
six years, but I found it 
futile trying to convince 
the authorities there was 
something in it. It's like 
banging your head on a 
brick wall The authorities 
are either naive or ignor¬ 
ant If they have nt seen 
something for themselves 
they won’t believe you 


UFO 

I 'had red 
I flashing 

1 lights' 

S A A UFO ua> sighted on the 
S O same night a business¬ 
es .Q man and his family were 
•h terrorised for three 
® _• hours in their remote 
* ^ farmhouse by a UFO. 

X •• Sh3on Trencher and his 
W fiirlfnend Evette Boyle 
§ ^ were walking from Abbey 
0 Village to Withnell when 

2 Qo they saw a large round ob- 

M a> ject with flashing red lights 
P head over them towards 
.« ^ Brinscall 

9 o We watched it for about 
H 20 minutes, then lost sight 
Q t of it when it shot off at the 
> C speed of light towards 
w m Cnorley. 

n VVe saw it again about 10 
Sj minutes later We saw it 
H hovering over the w r oods." 
K said Mr Trencher, of 
<£ Station Terrace. Abbey 
U Village. 

3 "We told friends about it. 
J but they laughed But when 

we read about the other 
sighting on the same night, 
we thought it may be the 
same UFO." 

The businessman, from 
Darwen. lives in Edgworth. 


TRANSLATIONS 


City and country of incident: Santiago, Chile 

Name of paper and date of clip: EL DIARI0, July 21, 1985 

City and country of paper: Asuncion, Paraguay 

[CREDIT: Jane Guma] 

URGENT MESSAGE FROM UFOs TO MANKIND 
"Time is running out..." 

"Until now we have acted indirectly to keep man from destroying himself 
and his own world. But we will not permit a catastrophe to break 
the balance of the solar system, which, owing to a chain reaction, 
may also affect the other inhabited systems in the galaxy...This is 
not a matter of nuclear war. The countries' fear of mutual destruction 
will avoid this. But a nuclear accident is latent, owing to computer 
failure due to the proximity of a comet..." This is the message received 
by a Spanish journalist from some "extraterrestrials." This is his 
account. 

«M»» 

Beings from the stars that arrived in their so-called UFOs are getting 
ready to intervene directly in Earth's history. |2 

And once again the press has been selected to divulge one of the last 

(continued on page 13) 




(continued frcm page 12) 

calls made to stubborn mankind: "Time is almost running out...Man's 
stubborness will destroy the globe...Only those who change their way 
of life will be rescued by our ships to repopulate the planet..." 

The message is clear: "Until now we have acted indirectly to keep 
man from destroying himself and his world. But we will not permit 
a chain catastrophe to alter the balance of the solar system and to 
also affect the other inhabited systems of the galaxy..." 

"This is not a matter of nuclear war. The fear of mutual destruction 
will restrain the countries. But a nuclear accident is latent, triggered 
by a computer failure owing to the close proximity of a comet and 
the influence of its electromagnetic mass..." 

Of course I think about the forthcoming visit of Halley's comet, which 
will be closest to Earth in February 1986. 

RESPECT AND OBJECTIVITY 

This is not science-fiction. I received the message exclusively because 
I'm a journalist. And aside from my believing or not in its authenticity, 
the only thing that was demanded of me was respect and objectivity. 
No scoffing or irony. 

"You are only an instrument through which we can reach all the corners 
of the Earth with our warning, and the groups of the Rama Mission 
that are disseminated in more than 20 countries." 

Both Pedro Bravo, an accountant, and Hector Valdes, a lawyer and real 
estate agent, working in Santiago de Chile at the foot of the Andes 
chain, in the southern cone of America, who are national coordinators 
of the Rama Mission in Chile, assured me they were handing me this 
message because they had a telepathic and physical contact with the 
space "guides." 

Eleven years ago, when UFO beings asked Peruvian Sixto Paz and a group 
of friends to divulge on Earth the dramatic content of their message 
after an extraterrestrial contact in the Andean plateau of Marcahuasi, 
"upon our coming down from the plateau we were met by journalists 
waiting to obtain the exclusive account of our experiences..." 

I had arrived at Pedro Bravo's home for just another interview. However, 
after several hours of listening to his extraordinary experiences 
and the alarming message from the space beings, we were now standing 
in a solemn attitude, around a round table, and I was being asked 
to transmit an alarming piece of news to the rest of mankind. 

"THEY" OBSERVE US 

"You are now responsible for this truth to be divulged. Consult us 
in case of any doubt. We repeat, we want you to be serious and objective. 
Don't forget that though we do not see them, 'they' are present. 
And they are observing this meeting from their ships. 'They' are 
witnesses of your pledge of being an instrument for their urgent message 
to reach all earthmen..." 


Meanwhile, farmers and truckers report in Arica that last Tuesday 
night and early Wednesday morning, the strange objects amazed them. 

Experts state that what might be happening is what they call "UFO 
entry to Earth," which happens only at certain times of the year. 

Carabinieri had no official report on the appearance of UFOs over 
Parinacota and Arica, while the Aeronautical Direction stated that 
on the date and time reported, only a Cessna plane was in the area, 
prospecting for fish, and flying in an opposite’ direction to that 
given by the UFO witnesses. 

City and country of incident: Santiago - Chaca Valley, Chile 
Dates of incidents: August 17, August 19, 1985 

Name of paper and date of clip: LA TERCERA DE LA HORA, August 20, 1985 
City and country of newspaper: Santiago, Chile 

[CREDIT: Richard Heiden - TRANSLATION CREDIT: Jane Guma] 

CHILEAN ASTRONOMERS SAY: "IT WAS A UFO!" 

It was seen from the Cerro Calan Observatory. 

Astronomers from the University of Chile, working at the Cerro Calan 
Observatory photographed the UFO that flew over Chile last Saturday, 
deciding that it was neither a meteorological balloon nor a satellite, 
as it was believed at first. 

Researchers Carolos Torres, Guillermo Carrasco and Herbert Wroblewsky, 
claimed that they saw the phenomenon directly through the Cerro Calan 
telescope. They added they had never seen anything like it in their 
studies of the universe, and that it is the first time a UFO has 
been photographed from this observatory. 

For Herbert Wroblewsky, an astronomer with more than 20 years experien¬ 
ce, the craft had the shape of a pan suspended in space, that "I 
saw very clearly, the sun shining on one of its sides." 

Astronomer Carlos Torres said: "What I saw was a paraboloid object, 
like those dish antennas, with a transversal axis. This, added to 
all the other descriptions, has other things in common, like this 
kind of antenna." 

"But there's one thing in which we are all in agreement," said Carlos 
Torres, "which is that it is a kind of bright ring." 

They added that the telescope and the camera are prepared for night 
photography, for which reason the exposure this time was of 2 seconds 
instead of the usual 30 seconds. 

It's not a balloon 

The reason why the possibility of a meteorological balloon is discarded 
is that the balloon had a completely different shape which they recog¬ 
nize perfectly. Besides, they said they saw this phenomenon for 
at least one hour. On the other hand, they don't discard that real 
"meteorological balloons" could have been sighted in other locations 
"because a lot of people saw two objects, and we saw only one." 


I do not believe in UFOs. But I am interested in researching, in 
learning and knowing about this phenomenon. My perspective is not 
one of faith. It pretends to be that of rational knowledge. And 
in the course of my investigations, I became convinced (I wrote a 
book about it, "You will never know...") that the phenomenon's probable 

origin is from the stars. Therefore, I do not discard the possibility 

of communication. If it is true that they are here, what can keep 

them from communicating? Therefore, maybe it is true that I have 
been selected to transmit one of their last and most urgent messages 

to Earth..."when time is already running out." 

Juan J. Faundes (EFE Agency) 

City and country of incident: Boliva, Chile and Peruvian borders 
Dates of incidents: August 11-16, 1985 

Name of paper and date of clip; LA CUARTA, August 16, 1985 
City and country of newspaper: Santiago, Chile 

[CREDIT: Richard Heiden - TRANSLATION CREDIT: Jane Guma] 

UFO FLEETS FLY OVER THE SKIES OF CHILE, PERU ANO BOLIVIA 

UFOs already seem to be a part of the family, and Bolivian radios 
clearly heard in Arica (Chile) are reporting fleets of strange objects 
flying over their territory. 

The fleets were seen in the Chile/Bolivia and the Peruvian borders. 

Bolivians have been reporting thoroughly on their radio stations 
that the invasion has been going on for five days, and they also 
hand over to the papers reports from people that saw UFOs as freguently 
a3 if they were just seeing their own neighbors. Witnesses claim 
the phenomenon was seen simultaneously - in the Charana region, on 
the border with Chile, and in Desaguadero, on the border with Peru. 
They were also seen over the Titicaca Lake and near Tambo Quemado. 

LIKE A CIGAR 

Bolivian professor Alex Clavijo reported that he was in the village 
of Japa, 400 kilometers from La Paz, when suddenly an elongated body 
appeared in the sky, similiar to a cigar, intensely orange and giving 
off intermittent lights. It was approximately 11 p.m. 

The UFO remained hanging in the sky for some 30 seconds and then 
moved slowly to the left, disappearing afterwards at great speed 
towards the mountains. 

The witness said that more than 100 persons saw the same thing, includ¬ 
ing a group of Bolivian policemen. 

CHILE AND PERU 

Strange flying objects are being seen in the town of Puno since last 
Monday (8/12), giving off intermittent lights. Witnesses reported 
them as UFO fleets. 


They added that neither could this object have been a satellite because 
of its orbit and "because for it to have been a satellite, it must 
have been immensely large for us to be able to see it through the 
telescope." Had it been a balloon, "we have a telescope through 
which we could have seen it as such or maybe as a kind of empty hanging 
bag," categorically claims Guillermo Carrasco. 


Do you believe in UFOs? 


"I really couldn't affirm whether they do exist or not. I had never 
seen anything like it, but had heard about the subject. I don't 
know whether these are terrestrial or extraterrestrial phenomena," 
added Carrasco. 


Herbert Wroblewsky said: "I still don't believe in UFOs, but the 
phenomenon I saw on Saturday is quite strange and objective. It 
must be investigated to learn whether it is something built by man 
or something alien." 

They added that if the object was also seen in Argentina (as had 
really been the case), it must have remained at an altitude of more 
than 7,000 meters. 


They confessed that it would have been best to draw the phenomenon, 
but as it was all very surprising, a kind of anxiety arose because 
they all wanted to see it. "We reacted emotionally, but I completely 
reject the balloon theory because it was like a metallic object hovering 
in space," said Wroblewsky. 


Upon being asked why their descriptions aren't all in agreement, 
Carlos Torres replies: "The fact of our not being in agreement is 
partly because it is an absolutely clear phenomenon that was not 
too nitid [sic], and also possibly because everyone reproduced whatever 
impressed him most at the time he saw it. But if you look at the 
drawings and condense them all, a kind of bright ellipse can be seen." 


City and country of incident: Santiago, Chile 

Name of paper and date of clip: LA TERCERA DE LA HORA, August 22, 1985 
City and country of newspaper: Santiago, Chile 

[CREDIT: Richard Heiden - TRANSLATION CREDIT: Jane Guma] 


"THEY VISIT US TO AVOID A NUCLEAR WAR" 

Arica (By Juan Carlos Poli) - "There's nothing to worry about, these 
beings have been visiting us for a long time. They are studying 
us, since their only mission on Earth is to keep us from destroying 
ourselves. They are trying by all means to avoid the feared nuclear 
war." These words, very spontaneously and very categorically spoken, 
belong to ex-Chilean Air Force officer Pedro Castro Zapata, a strange 
character from Arica who claims that he has been having contacts 
with extraterrestrials for five years now. 

(continued on page 14) 


(continued from page 13) 

Accordinq to the Chilean Air Force officer, the presence of UFOs 

in different places of the planet is common, but it became more intense¬ 
ly noted these last days because the ships "are converging" towards 
the "plateau angle" located near the Chilean, Bolivian and Peruvian 
borders, to supply their engines with energy which they take from 

the highest peaks of the mountains and hills which have different 
underground minerals. 

According to Pedro Castro, who has had telepathic contact with beings 
from other planets for several years, they come in peace. "They 
are studying us step by step in order to be able to avoid with their 
presence the war between the big world powers," he claims. 

According to him, the UFO fleets that were seen these last days in 
regions of Chile, Peru, Bolivia and Argentina, come from Jupiter, 
which is really the Rioux ring. They are groups formed by a mother 
ship and three auxiliary or exploratory ships. The mother ship, 
he says, has a diameter of 35 meters, with an approximate height 

of 10 meters. Their engines operate on energy liberated by Earth. 

"They are absolutely peaceful beings, with minds highly superior 
to ours and who realize that the world is about to destroy itself 

with nuclear arms," said Castro Zapata. 

Entry Zone 

Showing us more than 300 drawings and plans, Pedro Castro says the 
UFO fleets enter Earth through two well-defined entrances. The most 
important one is Easter Island, and the silent zone in Mexico. He 
says the Egyptian pyramids show the middle of the planet to the pilots, 
and they even keep secret bases in Antarctica, where there's also 
a lot of mineral energy, which is absorbed in order to supply the 
ship's engines. 

That is the reason, according to him, why the U.S. has shown so much 
interest in setting up a station in Easter Island, the excuse being 
that of an alternative landing place for space shuttles. "American 
scientists are very much aware of the UFO situation, and that is 
the reason for their presence on the island," he added. 

City and country of incident: Between Nazahuento and Guacollo, Chilean/ 

Bolivian border 

Date of incident: August 20, 1985 

Name of paper and date of clip: LA TERCERA DE LA HORA, August 22, 1985 
City and country of newspaper: Santiago, Chile 

[CREDIT: Richard Heiden - TRANSLATION CREDIT: Jane Guma] 

ANOTHER ENORMOUS UFO STROLLED ALONG THE CH1LEAN/B0LIV/1 AN BORDER 

Arica (By Juan Carlos Poli) - Two truckers that arrived early yesterday 
morning in this city, claimed they saw a giant flying object on the 
border with Bolivia, while they were driving from Nazahuento to Guacol¬ 
lo. 

The witnesses, Carlos Montero and Nolberto Ponce, said they are working 
in the area for a construction company and when they were driving 
between both towns, located 250 kilometers from Arica and 4,300 meters 
above sea level, they suddenly saw a big orange light in the sky, 

moving at great speed. 

"It had an elongated shape, and quickly disappeared in about 5 seconds, 
to the north. It came from the hills going towards Putre," said 
the driver, Carlos Montero. On the other hand, Nolberto Ponce, who 

said he had had other sightings some months before, in the interior 
of Iquique, explained that the phenomenon was seen in the sky at 
around 9 p.m. on Tuesday. "The light was very intense, like a big 

flashlight illuminating the ground, was completely silent, and moved 
at great speed," he added. 

Also in Bolivia 

News broadcasted by Bolivian radios which are heard in this city, 

reported another spectacular event on Sunday night over Lake Titicaca. 

It was claimed that local residents saw six flying objects fly over 
the lake for more than half an hour, and the next day a sunken boat 
was found, its crew nowhere in sight. 

This incident, which was widely reported, has been food for the wildest 
journalistic speculations, even indicating the possibility that the 
three men in the boat had been kidnapped by the UFOs flying over 
the lake. 

While this is going on, the UFO psychosis is also going strong in 
the neighboring country, and a meeting of experts is being announced 
in the sighting areas to analyze the situation more thoroughly. 

City and country of incident: Argentina 

Name of paper and date of clip: LA GACETA DE HOY, September 14, 1985 
City and country of paper: [City Unknown], Argentina 

[CREDIT: Jane Guma] 

APPEARANCE OF UFOs OVER ARGENTINA RE-OPENS DISCUSSIONS 

Man has different opinions on the existence (or non-existence) of 
UFOs. Some versions suggest that these "saucers" would emerge from 
the depths of the seas or oceans, others relate the subject to the 
"forces" of the Egyptian pyramids. Some others are sure about there 
being life in other galaxies, while still others defend the theory 
that UFOs exist without confirming whether their pilots are envoys 
from other worlds. 

A few days ago, "The UFO Phenomenon," was the subject of a meeting 
that had architect Roberto Banchs, journalist and radio announcer 
Alberto Rafael Frutos from Santa Fe (who is a member of the Argentine 
Federation for the Study of Extraterrestrial Science-FAECE), journalist 


Juan Carlos Orofino from the city of Balcarce, and Antonio Las Heras, 
head of the In9titutio de Ciencias del Hombre (Institute for the 
Study of Human Sciences), talking to some 80 attendants. 

Alberto Frutos began by criticizing some of his colleagues, since 
"this wave of UFO reports does not permit a real investigation, although 
it is useful as an auxiliary element," to continue telling the public 
about the incident on August 23, 1985, in Santiago de Chile, when 
thousands of TV sets saw "live" the evidence of the presence of a 
UFO (antenna and landing legs), while Chilean journalists and photograp¬ 
hers were perpetuating those images on film. After almost 25 minutes, 
he finally established a difference between "ufology" and "ovniology," 
finally adding that experts of the subjects know little or nothing 
about the possibilities of human mental communications. Orofino 
analyzed UFOs as phenomena of psychic, physical and sociological 
characteristics. With regard to the physical aspect of UFOs, he 
said they are a mass of energy that occupies a certain space not 
exceeding ten meters which produces certain light effects and different 
colors which in turn produce changes around them. According to him, 
paranormal phenomena and UFOs may have a common origin which leads 
to the following implicit question; is there a technology behind 
all this? Are they extraterrestrials, space travellers or what? 

For Antonio Las Heras, they once were the gods of Mount Olympus and 
then angels created by the Catholic Church who served as intermediaries 
and communicators with the beyond. According to him, today UFOs 
would occupy that place within a technical and cosmic society. 

He added: "More than once, pilots, meteorologists and even scientists 
confuse 'space trash' with meteorites or lenticular clouds. I could 
show you many photos and you'd think you're looking at UFOs. Only 
an expert would realize it is something else," he said. Mankind 
needs enigmas to live on; magical thoughts and UFOs all have the 
necessary elements for this. They are visible, perform as a modern 
myth, and as an intermediary archetype, and they also allow for society 
to incorporate the magical factor. 


Locations of incidents: Ponza, Teano A Sorrento, Italy 
Date of incident: December 13, 1985 

Name of paper and date of clip: C0RRIERE DELLA SERA, December 14, 1985 
City and country of newspaper: Milano, Italy 

[CREDIT: Danielo Giordano - Translation Credit; Robert Reid] 

SQUADRON OF UFO IN THE SKY OF PONZA—SO SAY THE PILOTS OF FOUR AIRPLANES 

Halley's Comet sharpens the vision, and in the clear skies these 
days, bright objects are unexpectedly appearing. Four pilots of 
civilian airliners have reported to Rome's Ciampino (airport) control¬ 
lers "Unidentified Flying Objects," or UFOs, in the sky over Ponza, 
Teano and Sorrento. 

From the cockpits of ATI, British Airways and Olympic airliners were 
seen, at 1740 hours yesterday, at least 5 luminous points that appeared 
to pursue and cross each other, flying from east to west and from 
west to east. According to the ATI pilot, this mode of flying did 
not appear casual, and gave the impression the five objects were 
proceeding in formation, at high speed and at a distance not far 
from his airplane. 

There was no fear, and obviously no emergency. As always in these 
cases, the conversations between aircraft and controllers were recorded 
and within the next few days will be sent to the special office that 
deals with unidentified flying objects. 

It seems these sightings had other confirmation from the ground. 
In Naples, many people have seen these "luminous points" in the sky. 

It's hard to establish what it all means. The military defense staff 
[meaning Italian Air Force, most probably—RR] confirms that no military 
exercise was underway in the area. It's absolutely impossible that 
the tracks could have been aircraft, while the most plausible hypothesis 
seems to be meteorites. 


The sighting happened while the ATI aircraft and those of the other 
airlines were flying at an altitude of approximately 8,000 feet, 
in conditions of optimum visibility. The pilots were not able to 
distinguish any shapes, but saw only the brightness. 


City and country of incident: Cordoba, Argentina 
Date of incident: January 16, 1986 

Name of paper and date of clip: 0 DIA, January 20, 1986 
City and country of newspaper: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

[CREDIT: Irene Granchi] 

CORDOBA, ARGENTINA (AGS) - A UFO of great size came down on a hillside 
in the province of Cordoba, 700 kilometers north of Buenos Aires, 
burning the vegetation over a 100-meter area, according to witnesses' 
reports. 


According to people living in the region, who witnessed the event, 
the vessel stood for at least 1 hour at one spot, was circular-shaped, 
and showed many little portholes emitting colored lights; these were 
brilliant and changed colors from white to blue and orange. 


The UFO was observed during the night, Thursday, at the hillside of 
one of the mountains (hills) at the Sierra del Pakarito, about 12 
kilometers northeast of the city of Cordoba, capital of the province. 


Two employees of the Municipal Administration where the sighting was 
observed, visited the locality of the incident, and were able to prove 
that the vegetation was altered, with a nearly perfect circle, 100 
meters diameter, appearing at the spot. 

They also observed that on a neighboring hill there was a tree which, 
although it had not been burned, had undergone a change. Its green 
leaves had first turned reddish, then yellowish, as if an acid had 
hit it. 
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PATRIOT'-NEWS, Harrisburg, PA - Oct. 10, 1985 CR: S. Gordon 

‘Creature’ pesters East Pennsboro 

The curious come in droves, hoping for glimpse 

By Wade Fowler Normally, you'd expect nine or 10 cars mal investigators have compiled some evi- 


Patriot-News 

That Big Foot-like creature is becoming 
a big pain for residents of Pine Hill Road in 
East Pennsboro Twp. 

Residents say gawkers came out in 
droves after The Patriot-News' Aug. 28 re¬ 
port that people were hearing strange noises 
at night along Pine Hill Road — an other¬ 
wise sleepy country lane connecting Wertz- 
ville Road and Valley Street in the west 
central portion of the township. 

Now that two obviously sane people 
have reported sighting a tail, hairy, smelly, 
apelike creature, residents were expecting 
more of the same last night. 

They got what they expected — in 
spades. 

In one 10-minute period more than 20 
vehicles drove by. At times it looked like a 
drive-through window at a bank on payday, 
with three and four cars traveling by, al¬ 
most bumper to bumper. 

In an hour’s time more than 100 vehicles 
drove by. There were motorcycles, trucks 
and cars — some with spotlights flashing 
out of the windows. 


to pass by in an entire night, one resident 
said. 

Radios blared, tires squealed, gears 
ground, people called out loudly and the 
woods were awash in flashlight beams. 

To have ventured out last night, the 
creature would have to have been blind, 
deaf and stupid. 

It was a scene undoubtedly similar to the 
searches for the real Big Foot — the legend¬ 
ary half-man, half-beast that has been said 
to roam the mountains out West, leaving 
huge footprints behind. 

Wayne Jones, who holds the dubious 
distinction of occupying the first house after 
the turn onto Pine Hill from Wertzville, was 
somewhat annoyed by last night’s confu¬ 
sion. 

But at the same time, he welcomed the 
publicity, he said, because he is convinced 
that something unusual has been happening 
in the neighborhood and it warrants the 
close scrutiny of experts. 

Capitalize EXPERTS for emphasis be¬ 
cause the woods surrounding the lane could 
hold some challenges beyond the reach of 
novices. Quietly, behind the scenes, infor- 


dence that suggests that there could be more 
than one nighttime interloper afoot. 

Kelby Steele, who's lived on Pine Hill for 
13 years, says that in years past bobcats 
have been sighted in the area and that 
there’s been some evidence of their return. 

A tracker drawn to the woods by the 
report of strange noises at nighf found some 
indications that a bobcat may have been in 
the area. The strong smell some residents 
reported was consistent with a bobcat’s 
presence, he said, because lynx stink. 

Some predators, he said, roll in foul¬ 
smelling stuff to disguise their presence 
from their prey. 

Although his investigation was incon¬ 
clusive. you still wouldn’t want a bobcat in 
your litter box. 

Of more concern, perhaps, to would-be 
Big Foot hunters is another report — this 
one of the sighting of a mountain lion who’s 
been drawn to the lure of a road-kill possum 
with results spectacular enough to demon¬ 
strate that he’s not a nice kitty. 

Still another investigator, who’s been on 



STONEWALL ARGUS/TEULON TIMES, Stonewall, Manitoba, 
Canada - Oct. 30, 1985 CR: T. Mams 

Mutilated 
cow arouses 
suspicion 


By Peter Schrotdter 

A Moosehorn area farmer had 
a cow killed under suspicious cir¬ 
cumstances sometime between the 
18th and 20th of October. 

The dead cow was spotted by 
Mrs. Wesley Cook on Tuesday 
afternoon while she was watching 
to see if her husband was getting 
stuck combining. 

”1 First noticed it in the after¬ 
noon when I was watching Wes 
combine. I was also using the 
binoculars to see if the calves were 
still in the fence when 1 spotted 
the cow. 

"I noticed some ravens fly and 
went to check it out." 

Cook called the RCMP that 
evening because he believed the 
cow had not died of natural 
causes. 

On Wednesday morning an 
RCMP officer arrived with Dr. L. 
Milin, the Ashern area 
veterinarian. 

Dr. Milin inspected the animal 
and reports, ‘ ‘Someone cut th e 
throat of the animal and uTTed 


SUNDAY EXPRESS, London, Ehgland 
Dec. 15, 1985 CR: D. Speed 


REDS FIND ‘ NESSIE 1 


MOSCOW : A Central Asian version of the Loch Ness 
monster has been unmasked by Soviet scientists as 
whirlpools. Toss said an expedition went to Kol-kol 
Lake in Kazakhstan after reports of a 60ft-lonq 
creature producing "loud trumpet-like sounds." The 
lake was found to be connected with underground 
cavities by mud-covered cracks. “ When the mud is 
washed away, large whirlpools appear on the lakes 
surface. If air is sucked in as well, the lake starts 
singing." 


out, then the tongue and udder 
were cut on. " 

the dead cow was found in ap¬ 
proximately the centre of an open 
field about 160 acres in size. There 
are roads on two sides of the field 
and the site is in plain view of 
roads and a farm site. 

"We were combining practical¬ 
ly around the clock all weekend," 
Cook said, "and on Saturday, we 
worked through until 3:30 Sun¬ 
day morning. 

"1 saw some lights driving up 
and down the roads but at the 
time 1 never thought anything of 
it." 

When asked what they thought 
had happened, Wesley Cook ex¬ 
plained, “1 believe that someone 
is doing a demonic ritual, killing 
and taking the tongue. udder ana 
blood lor an occult ritual ." 

Lyle Cook, Wesley’s son and 
farm partner, agreed. “It’s got to 
be something haywire like that 
because if they were rustling beef, 
they would have taken some 
choice cuts of beef.” 


When RCMP officers were ask¬ 
ed if there was any connection 
between this kill and four others 
which happened in 1982 and were 
described in a similar way by some 
area residents, RCMP spokesman 
for the Ashern detachment said, 
“No, there is no connection 
because all the rest died of natural 
causes.” 

The dead animals in 1982 were 
found between July and October 
with locations as far apart as 
Peonan Point and Siglunes. 

Records of the 1982 incidents 
show the causes of death as 
natural and mutilations on those 
carcasses were caused by 
scavengers, coyotes, wolves, 
skunks and birds. 

When asked for a statement 
regarding the dead cow on Cook’s 
pasture, the RCMP spokesman 
stated “We can’t determine foul 
play but we can't rule it out 
either." 


COMET PATHS 
GIVE CLUE TO 
MORE PLANETS 

By Our Science Correspondent 

Evidence for the existence of 
two unknown giant planets far 
beyond Pluto, the solar system's 
furthest known world, was pre¬ 
sented yesterday by Prof 
Vladimir Radzievsky of the 
Gorky State Teachers Training 
institute. 

After observing the apparently 
disturbed orbits of some of the 
furthest-travelling comets, he 
forecast that the two planets 
would be 160 and 200 times more 
distant from the Earth than the 
Sun, and almost as big as 
Jupiter. 

But being so far away, they 
would be thousands of times 
fainter in the sky than even the 
remotest planet, this would 
explain why even the world s 
most powerful telescopes have 
so far failed to detect them. 


the trail of the source of the 
strange noises for more than a 
month now, seems convinced of 
the presence of something even 
more exotic than a mountain lion 
or bobcat. 

On several occasions, the crea¬ 
ture has passed by within 150 feet 
or so of his hiding place and it 
makes a noise that’s indescribable 
but guaranteed to raise the hair on 
the back of your neck when you 
hear it for the first time, he said. 

He’s not calling it Big Foot, but 
you can tell he’s read up on the 
subject. There have been a number 
of similar sightings in the mid¬ 
state, he said, referring to recent 
reports from Grantville and Leba¬ 
non. 

East Pennsboro Twp. Police 
Chief James J. Corbett also is con¬ 
vinced that something unusual is 
afoot along Pine Hill. But he be¬ 
lieves a prankster is having fun 
with his neighbors. Otherwise, 
Corbett said, there would be more 
wide-ranging reports of the crea¬ 
ture. 

But people along Pine Hill 
Road are taking the creature seri¬ 
ously, and Corbett warns that you 
shouldn't tramp through the 
woods at night — particularly if 
you're wearing a monkey suit. 


HERALD, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia - Oct. 8, 1985 CR: P. Norman 

Von Daniken: I was not wrong 


BERNE, Mon., — “Star wars" Is 
not just a future possibility — it 
happened thousands of years 
ago. 

So says author Erich von Daniken. 

He says giant space stations, ships 
flying between stars and sky battles 
between aliens were described in de¬ 
tail in ancient Sanskrit texts, newly 
translated for inclusion in his latest 
book, Did I Get It Wrong? 

Fifteen years after his Chariots of 
the Gods stirred interest and con¬ 
troversy around the world, the former 
Swiss hotelier is back with what he 
says is some of the most convincing 
evidence ever to back his thesis that 
beings from other planets visited 
Earth in the remote past. 

“The evidence in the new book is so 
safe, so sure, you cannot disprove it 
anymore." von Daniken told Reuters 
at his home in Solothum, 35 km north 
of Beme. 

Added to certain writings in the Old 


From PETER CONRADI 
_ of Reuter _ 

Testament and pictures and objects 
studied during 20 years of visiting 
every continent, he maintains it all 
adds up to what he says Is increasing¬ 
ly watertight proof of his ideas. 

Von Daniken first began writing 
about such phenomena around 25 
years ago as a student but it was not 
until 1968 that he finally got a Ger¬ 
man publisher to bring out his first 
book. 

Published in 1970 in an English 
version as Chariots of the Gods, It was 
described by von Daniken as “an 
explosive, provocative and non-scien- 
tifle book". 

It was greeted with scorn by many 
scientists but it fired the imagination 
of a public which had Just watched 
man's first steps on the moon. 

Eleven more titles and 48 million 
sales later, von Daniken still travels 


an average of 100,000 km a year col¬ 
lecting evidence to answer the ques¬ 
tion: “Were we visited by extra¬ 
terrestrials some time ago?" 

The new book. Just published in 
German, has been accompanied by a 
string of chat-show appearances by 
von Daniken and a poster-campaign 
advertising its serialisation in Swiss 
popular daily, Blick. 

Translations into most major lan¬ 
guages are expected to follow. 

As its title suggests, von Daniken in 
it admits to minor errors in the past, 
due largely to naivete and lack of 
care. 

A non-corroding column in a tem¬ 
ple in New Delhi which he said had 
been brought by aliens has now 
started to rust. And a perfect 16th- 
Century world map turned out not so 
perfect. 

“But generally I was not wrong," he 
said. “All these errors have not 
brought the house down — on the 
contrary." 


The important thing about the new 
evidence is its graphic description of 
events, he said. The texts, written 
thousands of years ago and quoted in 
his book in a new translation, de¬ 
scribe in detail "gigantic space satel¬ 
lites. made of shiny metal and turning 
about an axis", right down to their 
dimension and interiors, as well as 
smaller craft that fly between them 
and Earth. 

To answer those who attribute the 
writings to the fertile imagination of 
their authors, he comes up with the 
so-called cargo cults — scientifically 
recorded accounts of 20th-century 
meetings between primitive and ad¬ 
vanced cultures. 

When natives in New Guinea met 
Australian gold prospectors in the 
1920s or New Hebrideans were visited 
by American troops In 1945, they first 
worshipped the visitors as gods who 
gave them presents — labelled "car¬ 
go" — and even made sacrifices to 
their planes. 
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INQUIRY 


Topic: THE COSMOS 


Carl Sagan, 50, well- 
known for his explana¬ 
tions of science and the 
universe, is professor of 
astronomy at Cornell 
University. One of his 
books. Cosmos, is the 
best-selling science book 
ever published in English, 
and he just published 
Contact, a novel about ex¬ 
traterrestrial life. He was 
interviewed for USA TO¬ 
DAY by free-lance jour¬ 
nalist Lee Michael Katz. 



Carl Sagan 


Are we a rarity or a 
cosmic commonplace? 


USA TODAY: Halley’s com¬ 
et will be visible to the naked 
eye next month. What is it? 

SAGAN: Halley's comet is a 
snowball about five miles 
across that originally was 
formed at the same time the 
solar system was. It is a kind of 
building block of planets, but 
one that did not go into a plan¬ 
et It is an opening to our ori¬ 
gins. 

USA TODAY: Where did It 
come from? 

SAGAN; It was ejected from 
a former solar system but is 
still gravitationally bound to 
the sun. There was then a kind 
of gravitational jostling among 
this enormous cord of comets 
weakly bound to the sun and 
sent them into the inner solar 
system. 

USA TODAY: When did all 
this happen? 

SAGAN: About 10,000 or 
20,000 years ago. It came close 
to Jupiter probably and. In¬ 
stead of taking 11 years to go 
around the sun, had its orbit 
changed, so that it now takes 
about 76 years to go around the 
sun. And it's been coming by 
with metronomic regularity 
ever since. The last 30 appari¬ 
tions have been observed by 
astronomers on Earth — most 
of them Chinese astronomers 


— while everybody here was 
fast asleep. 

USA TODAY: Can we ad¬ 
vance our knowledge appre¬ 
ciably by studying the comet? 

SAGAN: Oh yeah, it's abso¬ 
lutely happening. There's a 
fantastic international effort 
called the Halley Watch that is 
coordinating groundwork ob¬ 
servation. There is a splendid 
flotilla of five spacecraft that 
will encounter Halley’s comet 
as it approaches the innermost 
part of the solar system in 
March, 1986. Unfortunately, 
the USA is not represented 
among those 20 nations. 

USA TODAY: Why not? 

SAGAN: Because the Carter 
and Reagan administrations 
decided we couldn't afford it. 
The cost of a Halley encounter 
mission is almost exactly the 
cost of a single B-l bomber, of 
which we have planned to buy 
100. National security would 
have been in trouble if we had 
bought only 99. 

USA TODAY: Do you think 
that life exists on other plan¬ 
ets? 

SAGAN: One way to look at it 
is: What do you think the 
chances are that in a galaxy of 
<00 billion stars, which is itself 
one of something like 100 bil¬ 
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lion other galaxies, that our sun 
is the only one that has an in¬ 
habited pianet? Thai is a much 
more absurd proposition than 
the idea that the universe is 
brimming over with life. 

USA TODAY: What do we 
know about life elsewhere in 
the universe? 

SAGAN: We have found 
many signs that planetary sys¬ 
tems are a dime a dozen — 
that they're a very common ac¬ 
companiment to stars. In the 
last few years, we've found that 
space is littered with organic 
matter. The dark-hole vacuum 
between the stars has a great 
deal of complicated organic 
molecules in it. Meteorites do. 
Comets do. A place like Titan, 
the big moon of Saturn, is a 
clutter of clouds composed of 
organic matter. 

USA TODAY: The stuff of 
life? 

SAGAN: The stuff of life is 
everywhere. It's easily made. 
There’s nothing magic about 
that. When we look at time 
scales, we see that there are a 
large number of stars that are 
much older than our sun and 
planets. We see there's an enor¬ 
mous amount of time for evolu¬ 
tion to occur. 

USA TODAY: What does all 
this mean? 

SAGAN: Putting all that to¬ 
gether, it seems to me very 
plausible that there's a great 
deal of life and even a great 
deal of intelligent life more ad¬ 
vanced than we. But that's just 
the plausibility argument. That 
says it’s not nonsense to search. 
It doesn't say that it's guaran¬ 
teed we'll find something. 

USA TODAY: Harvard sci¬ 
entists are using radio waves 
to look for extraterrestrial 
life. What are the chances 
they will find It? 

SAGAN: You cannot esti¬ 


mate what the chances are un¬ 
less you have some idea of how 
many of them there are out 
there, and we don't yet. But 
what seems to be clear is that 
the question is so fundamental, 
so important to the knowledge 
of our souls, among other 
things, that it's certainly worth 
pursuing 

USA TODAY: Could there 
be extraterrestrial life that 
doesn't want to talk to us? 

SAGAN: There's no guaran¬ 
tee that all extraterrestrial civi¬ 
lizations would be communica¬ 
tive. For one thing very ad¬ 
vanced civilizations may not 
care about us, any more than 
we are highly motivated to 
communicate with ants. Then 
there are the civilizations that 
just aren't into technology. 
They're very advanced, but po¬ 
etry is what they do. Anyway, 
you can think of a wide range 
of other activities that are non- 
technological, but still can be 
highly advanced and compli¬ 
cated. 

USA TODAY: Are there 
other reasons that they would 
not want to talk to us? 

SAGAN: It has been serious¬ 
ly proposed that there is an eth¬ 
ic of non-interference with 
emerging civilizations. So 
there's a conscious attempt to 
let us alone. Finally, it might be 
that civilizations arrive all over 
the galaxy but as soon as they 
achieve high technology, they 
promptly destroy themselves, 
as we may well do. So at any 
given time, there's no one to 
talk to. 

USA TODAY: Many people 
got their image of extrater¬ 
restrial life from the film E.T. 
Is our version of extraterres¬ 
trial life rational? 

SAGAN: No. E.T. is the little 
green men. It's the standard 
fixture of science fiction. It por¬ 
trays extraterrestrials as be- 



By Susan Harlan. USA 


TODAY 





By Susan Harlan. USA TODAY 


nign, which is a real novelty in 
Hollywood, which loves to pro¬ 
ject all sorts of ghastly fears 
that humans have of each oth¬ 
er onto the extraterrestrials. 
The fundamental fact is that 
we humans look the way we do 
because of an enormous num¬ 
ber of separate evolutionary 
events — random mutations 
and then selections by the envi¬ 
ronment. the environment con¬ 
stantly changing. 

USA TODAY: Is it just by 
chance that we are the way 
we are? 

SAGAN: I say that if you 
started the Earth out again 
with all the conditions exactly 
the same, and you have only 
had random factors operate, 
you will never get human be¬ 
ings again. You may very well 
get beings of high intelligence 
— being: with art, music, eth¬ 
ics and politics, technology and 
science — who may be much 
more advanced than we are, 
but they won’t much look like 
us at all. 

USA TODAY: And else¬ 
where In the universe? 

SAGAN: On some other plan¬ 
et, with a completely different 
environment and a different 
fundamental chemistry and a 
different sequence of evolu¬ 
tionary events, the chance of 
finding something that looks 
very much like us is close to 
zero. E.T. looks just like us — 


very close to humans. 

USA TODAY: You fre¬ 
quently ask the question: Who 
are we? What is your answer? 

SAGAN: We are beings who 
have just recently evolved on a 
very ancient world, which is 
one of an enormous number — 
probably hundreds of billions 
in the Milky Way galaxy. We 
don't know how common such 
an evolution is — whether we 
are a rarity or a cosmic com¬ 
monplace We don't know that 
we will survive our own time 
because the same technology 
that permits us to ask and an¬ 
swer questions about our ori¬ 
gins also permits us to destroy 
ourselves. 

USA TODAY: Why do you 
mix your explanations of the 
world around us with the 
warning that we’re getting 
ready to destroy ourselves? 

SAGAN: It doesn't take very 
much perception to see that. 
There are 55,000 nuclear 
weapons in the world. A tiny 
fraction of them may be 
enough, through nuclear win¬ 
ter. to do everybody in. 

USA TODAY: What do you 
mean by “nuclear winter”? 

SAGAN: In a nuclear war, 
there are lots of fine particles 
put up into the atmosphere. But 
even more important than that 
is the dark smoke produced 
from the burning of forests and 
especially the burning of the 
cities. We calculate that even a 
very small fraction of the nu¬ 
clear arsenal, if exploded over 
cities, is enough to darken and 
cool the air by a very signifi¬ 
cant factor for a very long peri¬ 
od of time — long enough to 
destroy agriculture and make 


enormous numbers of people 
starve. 

USA TODAY: Do you feel 
that Presiden! Reagan under¬ 
stands this horror? 

SAGAN: No. I don't. 

USA TODAY: Do you think 
It would be important to brief 
him before the summit in Ge¬ 
neva? 

SAGAN: I have no idea. It 
depends entirely on what his 
approach is to the summit 
meeting I have no idea what 
that is. 

USA TODAY: Is the presi¬ 
dent wrong in wanting to de¬ 
velop the so-called “Star 
Wars" program? 

SAGAN: The most enthusias- 
Uc advocates of Star Wars — 
I’m talking about people with 
technical competence — be¬ 
lieve that 90 percent efficiency 
in shooting down Soviet war¬ 
heads is probably more than 
we can manage. 

USA TODAY: Is that good 
enough? 

SAGAN: There are 10,000 
Soviet strategic weapons. If we 
shoot 90 percent of them down, 
that means 1,000 warheads. 
One thousand warheads is 
much more than enough to de¬ 
stroy the USA. So it's quite 
straightforward. Star Wars can¬ 
not protect the USA. It can pro¬ 
tect missiles. It just can't pro¬ 
tect the civilian population. So 
it’s very hard to understand 
what the debate is about The 
administration’s own experts 
have said it won't work. You 
can shoot down a lot but you 
can't shoot down enough. 


TIMELINE: Carl Sagan 

1934: Born Nov, 9, in Brooklyn, N.Y., son of Rachel 
and Samuel Sagan, a Russian-born cloth-cutter. 

1946: At age 12, he told his grandfather he wanted to 
be an astronomer, and his grandfather said. "Yes, but 
how will you make your living?" 

1956: Published his first research article, Radiation 
and the Origin of the Gene. 

1960: Received a Ph D. in astronomy and astrophys¬ 
ics at the University of Chicago; began research at Har¬ 
vard University, where he challenged standard scientific 
views of the cause of surface light on Mars. 

1976: Published Other Worlds. 

1977: Wrote The Dragons of Eden, his first popular 
book to delve outside the study of astronomy. 

1978: Won the Pulitzer Prize for literature for The 
Dragons of Eden. 

1980: Wrote the script for PBS-TV's Cosmos. 

Source Contemporary Authors 
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Missing ships mystery 

By Our .Shipping ('orrrtpondent 


^ LARGE number of 
ships are vanishing 
without trace despile 
modern communications 
and safety systems, the 
British Sailors’ Society 
says. 

IJoyd’s Intelligence Service 
has recorded a loss of 16 ships, 
totalling 400.000 tons, with the 
deaths of 400 sramen. in 
mx’sterlous circumstances over 
the past five years. 

“ In this age of hightech- 
nologr it might be imagined 
that such disasters could ntft 


possibly occur." the society savs 
in its bulletin. Chart and Com¬ 
pass International. 

“ L*arge ships possess ad> 
vanced satellite based naviga¬ 
tional aids, more effective com¬ 
munications systems and much 
improved safety standards, but 
the sea is as mysterious as ever 
it was." 

The 16 ships and their crew 
member* " just disappeared 
from the face of the sea." 
Various sugeestions had been 
cnade^ including explosions, 
capsizing, freak weather and 
iracy. But no evidence had 
een found in any case. 
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After 40 Years, 
Story of Flight 19 
Still Unknown 


By Dan Chrislensen 

Com Nows Sorvic* 

MIAMI — The last months of 1945 
were a carefree time in South Flori¬ 
da The world war was over and 
America’s next battleground was 
years away and unknowable. 

The machinery of war, suddenly 
without purpose, was shutting down. 
The Miami Naval Air Station at Opa- 
locka was phased out and many of its 
pilots were transferred up the coast 
to the navy base where Fort Lauder- 
dale-Hollywood International Air¬ 
port now stands. 

Lt. Charles Taylor, a brash com¬ 
bat veteran of the South Pacific who 
liked to tell friends that he once had 
acted in a Hollywood western, was 
one of those pilots. 

Forty years ago last Thursday, two 
weeks after Taylor arrived in Fort 
Lauderdale as a senior flight instruc¬ 
tor, he and 13 others flew off into 
what has endured as one of aviation’s 
greatest mysteries. 

It was about 2 o’clock in the after¬ 
noon. Ben Hogan was on the back 
nine in the opening round of the 22nd 
Miami Open goll tournament. Eddie 
Bracken and Veronica Lake were 
about to debut in Hold That Blonde at 
the Olympia theater in downtown Mi¬ 
ami. 

Taylor, 28, was the squadron lead¬ 
er for five Avenger torpedo bombers 
that thundered east down the runway 
at Fort Lauderdale that day. Their 
mission was to make a routine navi¬ 
gational hop over the northern Baha¬ 
mas. 

Something went wrong. The bomb¬ 
ers, and the 14 men aboard, vanished 
without a trace. 

No one knows what happened to 
the squadron, called Flight 19 — or 
■what happened, hours later, to a huge 
Navy seaplane bomber with a crew 
of 13 that disappeared at the start of 
a massive search-and-rescue opera¬ 
tion. 

Time and imagination, however, 
have been fertile ground for theories 
to explain the enigmas of that day. 
The Bermuda Triangle, the product 
of a writer's mind many years iater, 
was invented and it was used to con¬ 
jure up time warps, UFOs and new 
dimensions that became the stuff of 
paperback legend 
Lost in the legend, however, are 
the memories of the men who disap¬ 
peared that day. To the myth-build¬ 
ers, they are pawns in a cosmic mys¬ 
tery. The people who were their 
friends and relatives know better. 

‘‘Today this whole incident is treat¬ 
ed as mostly entertainment. It’s in 
the movies and the books,” said for¬ 
mer Navy Lt. Willard Stoll, a flight 
instructor who heard one of Taylor’s 
last radio transmissions. 

"But too many people got killed for 
it to be a fun thing,” said Stoll, who 
today lives in Monroe, Mich. “It was 
too close to home to be entertaining 
to me. I still remember it well. You 
never get over it.” 

“It’s been 40 years? Oh, my God,” 
said former Lt. Cmdr. Jerry Rapp, 
who shared an apartment with Tay¬ 
lor on Indian Creek Drive on Miami 
Beach. "You know, I still have a sad 
feeling about it. He (Taylor) would 
have gone on to do something great.” 

Rapp, 65, who retired from the 
Navy in 1972 as a captain and now 
lives in San Diego, remembers Tay¬ 
lor well. 

"Charlie was a hell of a guy,” he 
said. "He was full of fun and a great 
friend. We used to play golf and hit 
the nightspots together. Everybody 
would like him. He was kind of a free 
spirit.” 

Bill Brewer, 66, another of Tay¬ 
lor’s Navy pilot buddies who went on 
to be a federal administrative law 
judge in Mobile, Ala., said, “I think 
about old Charlie a lot. He was the 
best natural aviator I ever saw. I 
found it hard to believe. I always 
thought he was indestructible.” 

Georgia Taylor Lowe, Taylor’s sis¬ 
ter, has had her grief tempered by the 


years. More enduring is her dismay 
at the persistence of wild theories 
about what happened to him 

"That has always bothered us,” 
said Lowe, 70, who lives outside Cor¬ 
pus Christi, Texas, where she and her 
brother were raised. 

"This spook business is for the 
birds," said Whitney Lowe, her hus¬ 
band of 43 years. 

The dark blue Navy TBM Avengers 
that disappeared on Dec. 5, 1945, the 
largest single-engine planes ever 
built, had proved extremely reliable 
during World War II. While based at 
Fort Lauderdale, each had a painted 
code number that began with the pre¬ 
fix FT. Taylor's plane was FT-28. 

Flight 19 was to have been the final 
check-out mission for pilots Ensign 
Joseph Bossi, of Arkansas City, Kan.; 
Marine Second Lt. Forrest Gerber, 
of New Ulm, Minn.; and Marine 
Capts. Edward Powers Jr., of Mount 
Vernon, N.Y., and George Stivers Jr., 
of Piedmont, Mo. 

Nine other men, serving as gunners 
or radiomen, were also aboard, but a 
15th who was supposed to have gone 
along had a hangover and didn’t go, 
according to Fort Lauderdale resi¬ 
dent John Evans, 59, who served as a 
photographer on the base. 

The training exercise was called 
Navy Navigation Problem Number 
One. To be successful, the pilots had 
io use dead reckoning to complete a 
triangular journey that would take 
them 77 miles due east to Great Stir¬ 
rup Cay, then about 84 miles north 
across Grand Bahama Island to 
Great Sale Cay and then home to Fort 
Lauderdale. 

Stoll, now 63, was the leader that 
day of Flight 18, a squadron of 
Avengers that was flying the same 
route about a half-hour in front of 
Taylor. 

“The weather was OK. There were 
some clouds, but the sun was showing 
through The wind was kicking up, 
but I had flown in much worse,” said 
Stoll, an aeronautical engineer. 

"The last I heard from him, we 
were on the last leg and I was chew¬ 
ing out one of my students for making 
a turn too fast,” Stoll said. “Taylor 
was gibing me a little bit, I guess, and 
he cut in on the radio and said, Do 
your briefing in the ready room.’ ” 

The first hint that something was 
wrong was heard at 3:40 p.m. by an¬ 
other Navy pilot flying with a differ¬ 
ent group of students near Fort Lau¬ 
derdale. Later, Stoll would estimate 
Taylor then must have just finished 
dropping practice bombs over a 
small group of islands called the Hen 
and Chickens on the first leg of the 
flight. 

"Both my compasses are out and 
I’m trying to find Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida,” Taylor said, according to 
Lt. Robert Cox who testified later at 
a Naval Board of Investigation. “I’m 
over land, but it’s broken. I’m sure 
I’m in the Keys, but I don’t know how 
far down and I don’t know how to get 
to Fort Lauderdale.” 

The base’s flight training officer at 
the time was Lt. Cmdr. Don Poole, 
who now lives in Cape Coral. He was 
alerted to the problem a short time 
later. 

“I was in my office when the tower 
called me They said, *Hey, we’ve got 
trouble,' " Poole, 7^ said. “The prob¬ 
lem was we could monitor him, but 
he couldn’t hear us. We tried to call 
blind to him, but we were pretty help¬ 
less.” 

Exactly why Taylor thought he 
was in the Keys remains the one true 
mystery of Flight 19 But his re¬ 
sponse to his belief, heading the flight 
toward the northeast in hopes of re¬ 
turning to the Florida mainland, in¬ 
advertently led his students farther 
out to sea. 

"I knew he wasn't in the Keys or I 
couldn’t have heard him,” Stoll said. 
"He had to be just a-few miles away.” 

Said Poole, "I remember hearing 
one of his students say: ‘Damn it, if 
we would just fly west, we would get 
home.’ They apparently knew where 


they were, but in the military you 
don’t dare disobey your instructor.” 

Before darkness fell, a radio sta¬ 
tion at the nearby Port Everglades 
Air Sea Rescue did make some two- 
way contact with Flight 19 and tried 
to get Taylor to turn around He did 
briefly, but later monitoring of the 
scattered and fading radio transmis¬ 
sions showed he once again headed to 
the northeast, Poole said 

"I know for a fact that Taylor 
wasn’t the best navigator in the 
world,” Stoll said "Charlie got lost 
once flyrng out of Boca Chica (Naval 
Air Station in Key West) and spent 
five days on a raft in the Caribbean. 

“But I remember when we landed 
back at the base and Don poole told 
me what happened I thought he was 
kidding. That was the first time 1 had 
ever heard of anyone getting lost off 
the coast of Florida,” Stoll said. “ You 
don't need much navigation where he 
was. But when you are confused, and 
he was, you sometimes do a lot of 
dumb things. It's a psychological 
thing; you get yourself in a state.” 

After the sun set at 5:29, Poole had 
every Navy facility along the Florida 
coast turn up their lights. By 8 p.m., 
when the planes would have run out 
of fuel, it was obvious the ploy had 
failed. 

A search plane never wa » sent 
aloft from Fort Lauderdale while the 
planes were still known to be in the 
air. "They didn't go because the 
weather was bad and because we had 
no good idea where to go. We only 
knew a general direction,” Poole 
said. 

Shortly after 7 p.m., two Martin 
Mariner seaplanes were dispatched 
from Banana River Naval Air Sta¬ 
tion, now Patrick Air Force base 
near Cape Canaveral, to join a search 
that was to eventually include about 
200 planes and a dozen ships. By 8:30 
p.m, one of them was missing off 
New Smyrna Beach. 

The crew of a ship in the area later 
reported seeing a midair explosion at 
the spot where the search plane dis¬ 
appeared from radar screens. They 
also found an oil slick, but no wreck¬ 
age or bodies were ever found. 

“That Mariner was kind of a flying 
coffin,” Poole said. “It had bad gas 
tanks; maybe a spark set off the ex¬ 
plosion." 

Four days of searching found not 
so much as a life jacket and, months 
later, a Navy Board of Inquiry was 
convened. 

The board’s only surviving mem¬ 
ber is Retired Capt. Richard Roberts 
of Birmingham, Ala. 

“We all came to the same conclu¬ 
sion,” Roberts, 71, said. “The lead 
plane had some equipment failure, 
got lost and went around in circles. It 
was a real tragedy.” 

Roberts said a radio fix from a 
Navy facility in Miami reported the 
approximate position of the lost 
planes as being several hundred 
miles northeast of Grand Bahama 
Island. "One of the mysteries is how a 
well-trained pilot could end up like 
that," Roberts said. 

Forty years later, those involved 
have resigned themselves to never 
knowing the full story. 

"What the hell happened to Char¬ 
lie?” Stoll said. “Well, they didn’t call 
those planes “Iron Birds’ for nothing. 
They weighed 14,000 pounds empty. 
So when they ditched, they went 
down pretty fast. But they found the 
Titanic, and maybe one day they’ll 
find him and the others. Wherever 
they are, they’re together.' 1 


17 


TIMES, Ixds Angeles, CA - Oct. 31, 1985 CR: J. Guma 

Things That Go Bump Day, Night 

Connecticut Town Is Known for Its Mysterious Noises 


By CHARLES HILLINGER. Times Staff Writer 
MOODUS. Conn.—“It's kind of 


spooky and creepy, like Halloween 
all year long, living in Moodus,” 
16-year-old Angela Urbano mused 

"We have the weirdest noises 
from time to time at various hours 
of the day and night. Noises that 
have been heard for centuries and 
remain a mystery to this day,’’ 
explained Moodus high school sci¬ 
ence teacher Jim Meyer, 49. who 
did his master’s thesis for Central 
Connecticut State University on 
the Moodus noises. 

The noises have been described 
as sounding like thunder coming up 
from deep in the earth, the firing of 

Charles Hillinger's 
America 

guns, the popping of popcorn, the 
rumbling of trucks down high¬ 
ways. . . . 

Geologists and other scientists 
theorize the noises are caused by 
small earthquakes localized under 
Moodus, pop. 1,000. 

The name of the town comes 
from the Wangunk Indian word 
machemoodus. meaning place of 
strange noises. 

"Wangunks, who assimilated 
with other Connecticut Indians af- 
ter the first settlers arrived in the 
1600s, had a religious cult based on 
the noises,” said Moodus’ Nathan 
Hale High School science teacher 
Alison Guinness. 

Guinness also wrote her master’s 
thesis on the mysterious Moodus 
noises. She completed her thesis 
earlier this year for Wesleyan 
University. 


Dwelled in a Cave 

"Their god was Hobomoko, the 
Cod of Evil who dwelled in a cave 
beneath Moodus/* she said, adding 
thalthis was reported in writing of 
Plgnm preachers. 

Wangunks believed the noises 
occurred when Hobomoko became 
angry with witches that dwelled in 
the cave with nim and that the 
strange soixids were witches being 
blown out of the cave by Hobomo¬ 
ko. 

The Puritans were about as su¬ 
perstitious about the sounds as 
were the Indians and built up a 
store of folklore about the Moodus 
noises 

Me> er noted that when America 
first became a nation local resi¬ 
dents were describing the weird 
noises like those of musket fire or 
the rolling of a cannonball across 
the floor. 

In his thesis he theorized that the 
noises possibly came from water 
eroding a network of shallow un¬ 
derground caves causing rocks to 
be ripped off walls and ceilings and 
hurled against the cave. 

“The noise is most prevalent 
near the opening of a cave in a local 
hill called Mount Tom," Guinness 
said. "I believe the noise of shifting 
rock formations underground is 
amplified by the cave." 

One local story is about a British 
scientist named Dr. Steele (his first 
name has long since been forgot¬ 
ten) who came to Moodus in 1765 to 
study the phenomenon, crawled 
into a cave and was never heard 
from again. 

Some say it is the ghost of Dr. 
Steele who is making all the noise 


“It’s something we live with 365 
days a year. Sometimes we are 
shaken from our sleep by the 
strange underground rumblings, 
but we’ve grown accustomed to it,” 
said Peg Sievers, 59, the high 
school secretary. 

Very seldom is any California- 
style shaking felt in Moodus. Usu¬ 
ally it's only the strange noises. 

"Sometimes people say it's just 
the 125-year-old Moodus Fife and 
Bugle Corps practicing,” Sievers 
said. “The noise has a distinctive 
sound of playing drums very loud¬ 
ly." 

Several universities have drilled 
holes in the ground and made 
studies of the area but haven’t been 
able to pinpoint the exact cause 
except to say it is apparently some 
type of localized seismic activity. 

The noise is unpredictable. In 
1981, seismographs set up in Mood¬ 
us recorded more than 500 small 
earth movements. Sometimes sev¬ 
eral weeks pass before the odd 
sounds are heard. 

Cathy Wilson, 43, has been able 
to tape the noise a half dozen times 
at the request of Weston Universi¬ 
ty in neighboring Massachusetts. 
"On tape it sounds like the pop, pop, 
popping of popcorn in a popper,” 
she said. 

The Moodus Nathan Hale High 
School basketball, baseball and 
track teams are called The Little 
Noises. "Let’s make a big noise for 
the Little Noises,” is one of their 
cheers. It is believed to be the onlv 
school in the country with that 
team name. 

Down the road from Moodus is 
Devil’s Hopyard State Park where 
eroded rocks are called the Devil’s 
footprints and ghosts supposedly 
dwell in a haunted house. But that’s 
another story. 
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Search for lost dinosaur lacks money 


By Susan Lamport Smith 

Of The State Journal 

For Mark Evans and the rest of the Uni- 
corne expedition, their dream is still a half a 
world and a frustrating $22,000 away. 

They believe the lost-dinosaur creature Mo- 
kele-mbembe watts for them somewhere in the 
heart of the Conga 

In 1981, Herman Regusters, a Washington 
scientist, returned from the remote Likouala 
region, were he claimed to have seen the ani¬ 
mal Regusters said natives identified pictures 
of a brontosaurus as a creature they call Mo- 
kele-mbembe. 

Evans, a UW-Madison entomologist read of 
the journey and joined the team that was plan¬ 
ning a return vistL 

Last spring it seemed the expedition soon 
would be chugging up the Congo River, up the 
Ubangui River to Lake Tele. They gave inter¬ 
views and were taking malaria pills. They had 
their visas and their vaccinations. 

And then, nothing. 

“It's been very frustrating," Evans said 
Friday. “There have been about four times 
since April when it seemed we would be leav¬ 
ing sometime soon." 

Evans said that a Texas man, who had 
pledged to give $30,000 of the $50,000 needed, 
couldn't come up with the money. Since then, 
Evans and Regusters have been soliciting busi¬ 
nesses and individuals 

Evans estimated that his correspondence 
file is a loot thick. The expedition has about 
$28,000 in money and pledges he said. 

Evans ruefully remembers turning down 
money from what he described as a “grocery 
store magazine” last spring. 

“I told them that when we returned, and 
somebody wrote about it, we wanted someone 
to believe it,” Evans said. 

The group has had better luck soliciting 


products for use on the trip. The stuff is stowed 
in 38 plastic crates in Evans’ apartment 

There are cans of Deep Woods Off, fur¬ 
nished by S.C. Johnson & Son, Inc., to repel 
strange tropical Insects and Fire Ribbon paste 
from the Mautz Paint Co. to start fires in the 
rain forest 

They have Rayovac batteries to peer into 
the heart of darkness. 

And if, somewhere in the primeval swamps of 
Lake Tele, they come face to snout with Mokele- 
mbembe, they'll snap its picture with Kodak film. 

Evans said the trip would be a way to pro¬ 
mote American, and especially, Wisconsin 
companies. 

"If we find it and photograph it In a way 
that is convincing to the people from Missouri 
.. the Show Me State,’ if we do that, this will 
be the story of the century,” he said. “There is 
potential name recognition (or their products." 

Evans has also had no problem convincing 
his scientific colleagues of the possible re¬ 
wards of the trip. 

He plans on collecting some 100,000 insect 
specimens for Cornell University, the Smithso¬ 
nian Institution and UW-Madison. The Lake 
Tele area, 400 miles north of Brazzaville, is so 
remote that Evans said the last large-scale bio¬ 
logical expedition to the area was in the 1930s. 

He also plans on collecting soil samples that 
may contain unknown algae and bacteria. He 
said several research groups are looking for 
bacteria with anti-biogenic properties, which 
means they can kill other living ceils. 

“The more exotic the place the better," he 
said. “This is a place where no one has ever 
looked, so it is very interesting to those people. 

From inside his briefcase, Evans pulled out 
government tags that will allow the untreated 
soil to be brought back into the country. Evans 
said he is optimistic the trip come off. 

But for now, the soil like Mokele-mbembe, 
remains a world away. 


UW-Madison researcher Mark Evans. 

— State Journal photo 
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Phenomena From The Periphery 


by Adrian McCoy 

O day and night, but this is wondrous 
strange!'' (Horatio to Hamlet) 

June 21. 1985—midnight. Dozens of 
people in Allegheny. Greene. Washing¬ 
ton. Fayette anxf Mercer counties report 
seeing a formation of bright lights in the 
sky NORAD announces that the Soviet 
satellite Cosmos 1530 has re-entered 
the earth's atmosphere and is dis¬ 
integrating in the area Another logical 
explanation for a UFO. right? Huh-ub A 
few minutes ago an elongated ob/ect was 
spotted low on the horizon in Bethel 
Park Witnesses decribed it as "large 
enough to block out the sky and stars " 
Then. Castle Shannon residents report 
seeing a similar ob/ect. along with the 
satellite debris At 12:30 a m. said object 
resurfaces in Indian Head. Fayette 
County: and before daylight in Jefferson 
and Somerset counties. 

The tabloid headlines ALIENS USE 
NATURAL PHENOMENA FOR COVERT 
ACTIVITIES 

Hamlet "There are more things in 
heaven and earth, Horatio, than are 
dreamt of in your philosophy " 

Stan Gordon, founder and director of 
the Pennsylvania Association for the 
Study of the Unexplained (PASU) "There 
isn't anybody who can honestly explain 
what they are." 

PASU is a statewide clearing house 
for reports on UFOs. Bigfoots and other 
unexplained phenomena "We re a 
research group that conducts open- 
minded investigations into strange and 
unusual occurrences." says Gordon 
PASU keeps its investigations on the 
professional and scientific level, 
maintaining a high level of credibility. Its 
all-volunteer staff of 75 comes from many 
disciplines - medicine, engineering, 
psychology, electronics, chemistry, 
as well as tracking experts. Many. 

Gordon says, joined the group as 
"open-minded skeptics." 

Every investigation is taken seriously, 
and Gordon urges anyone who has seen 
anything unusual to come forth "We re 
not going to laugh at or ridicule anyone." 
he emphasizes "We've investigated 
enough of these things to know that 
witnesses are not nuts ” 

About 90 percent of the reports that 
filter through PASU have logical 
explanations. Most so-called UFOs turn 
out to be meteors, planets, satellites 
or space junk PASU maintains a file of 
flight schedules for balloons and 
private aircraft, which people 
sometimes mistake for alien space 
vehicles There are the cranks, but 
Gordon is quick to discount them 

People are often reluctant to come forth. 
We get very few crank calls They're pretty 
easily weeded out.” 



Plaster cast of Big foot footprint, near Greensburg, PA. Aug. 7. 1973. 


Then there is the other 10 percent. 

PASU hones in on the physical 
evidence left by visiting crafts and has 
numerous reports of power failures, 
stalled cars, and loss of memory 
or hearing among witnesses. They have 
documented physiological effects similar 
to those of exposure to radiation: hair 
loss, tingling sensations, diarrhea and 
vomiting The group has also investigated 
several alleged abductions, although the 
facts in these cases are sketchy at best 
"Many people are hesitant to talk about 
the experience." says Gordon, "or they 
have blackouts from the time of the initial 
sighting until several hours later." 
Witnesses also tend to suffer from 
recurring nightmares and psychiatric 
problems. 

When PASU receives reports of a 
landing, where burnt areas or impres¬ 
sions are left on the ground, the group 
checks for radiation and does soil 
analysis for unusual effects. Infrared 
equipment is used to detect heat sources. 
UFO droppings often include a fibrous 
material known as angel hair - thousands 
of intertwined strands that dissolve 
when touched The group has collected 
bits of a metallic residue in the trees 
and grass at landing sites - a mixture of 
aluminum, silica and titanium. In the case 
of multiple sightings in different 
locations, a computer is used to plot 
flight direction and speed - something 
which helped to lend credence to the 
June 21 sightings. 

0 

Mrs. X. is a mountain woman, isolated 
from the world by the Laurel Mountains 
and illiteracy. She doesn't read Weekly 
World News. She thinks Bigfoot is a 
size 72'/?. One night in 1973, she heard 
a rustling on her porch and opened the 


door to what she later described as “a 
big hairy ape ." She reacted by firing a 
round of shotgun shells into the big 
guy s chest. There was a flash of light. 

It vanished. 

Which brings us to PASU's second 
major area of investigation—that hirsute 
hero of checkout counter journalism. Big¬ 
foot sightings in Pennsylvania and even 
the greater Pittsburgh area are not 
uncommon. Indeed, the earliest recorded 
Bigfoot appearance in the U S occurred 
in Pennsylvania. 1830. Bigfoot activity 
was fierce as recently as 1973, when 
Pennsylvania Dutch farmers—serious 
folk—reported that their ducks were 
being carried off by the big critters. 

Bigfeet prefer rural areas, which 
makes sense when you're seven to nine 
feet tall. shy. hairy as Cousin It. have an 
appetite for small farm animals and smell 
sulfurous. Animals are usually very 
sensitive to the alleged creatures Says 
Gordon: "Dogs won't bark, move or even 
eat properly for days afterward " Several 
farmers claim to have seen Bigfoot 
carting away dogs, chickens, and even 
larger game like cows and deer They're 
harmless to humans, however. Gordon 
says there are no documented cases 
of Bigfoot attacks on human beings. 
"They're curious about people, but they 
run off when noticed." 

PASU has collected and documented 
much physical evidence, such as plaster 
casts of Bigfoot prints. (Most of the tracks 
found in Pennsylvania are of the three¬ 
toed variety, similar to ones found in 
Australia. The five-toed fellows hang 
out in Canada and the Pacific Northwest.) 
Tape-recorded Bigfoot utterances 
culled from around the country reveal a 
surprising consistency. There are four 
basic sounds: crying baby, bird whistle, 
woman screaming and asthmatic 


wheezing 

Many trigger-happy witnesses have 
fired at these things at close range. 

"In no case did it have any effect." says 
Gordon "They turned and walked away " 
This supports a popular theory that 
Bigfoot - and UFOs - are from another 
dimension and only visible in our known 
space under certain conditions "If 
they were flesh-and-blood."says Gordon, 
we'd have carcasses " 

On the basis of the group s investi¬ 
gations. Gordon believes that both 
phenomena may have the ability to 
appear temporarily and to change into 
other forms of energy Both are attracted 
to energy sources such as high tension 
power lines, transmission towers and 
power plants There are also "window 
areas": geographic locations wherein 
there have been frequent sightings 
Gordon is understandably reluctant to 
name these areas, but says there are two 
such hangouts in Westmoreland County. 

0 

The third area PASU looks into is 
what's known as the "out-of-place 
animal":i known species spotted in 
geographical areas where they are 
thought to not exist These critters 
don't behave with typical wild animal 
fear or aggression, but instead simply 
stare at people and walk away Gordon 
has casts of cougar footprints found in 
this area One locally prominent case was 
the spring ‘83 sighting of a black 
panther in Bloomfield (Large wildcats 
stand out well against a backdrop of 
aluminum siding and astroturf ) There 
was nothing missing from the zoo. and a 
professional tracker from PASU con¬ 
firmed what were indeed panther tracks 
Another panther was sighted this Sep¬ 
tember in Murrysville 

For real or not for real Stan Gordon and 
friends have certainly seen ana investi¬ 
gated some genuine weirdness. So what 
does he consider strange? 

There was an incident that took place 
last August near Loyalhanna A family of 
three was returning home from a camping 
trip They drove past what looked like a 
tube-shaped beam of light shining from 
treetops onto the road As if it were a 
vacuum.the tube was sucking up debris, 
leaves, dirt and what appeared to be a live 
snake The family looked up and saw a 
humanoid figure with long arms reaching 
down into the tube They described the 
figure as having a watermelon-shaped 
head They got the hell out of there 

Gordon says sightings of this type are 
very rare, and that only a few cases have 
been recorded nationwide 

Wondrous strange indeed. Horatio 
Ask the folks who've seen - or think 
they've seen this stuff And ask the guys 
who've hit the off-the-beaten paths with 
PASU They're not kidding. They re not 
holding back a smirk IP 
PASU encourages anyone who has 
encountered anything unusual to report 
it. Call them at 838-7768 
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The day Bob Gimlin saw ‘the creature’ 



Roger Patterson said he took this picture of Bigfoot in 
Northern California in 1967 Both Patterson, now dead 
and Bob Gimlin had been searching for Bigfoot for years 


By Ed Pehrhale 

P-l Reporter 

YAKIMA — Bob Gimlin 
never made a penny from what is 
either the strongest proof that 
Bigfoot exists or a scam of 
elaborate proportions. 

Today, the slow-talking cow¬ 
boy raises quarter horses and 
drives truck for Silver Kagle 
freight. He doesn’t go around 
looking for people to listen to his 
story about how he and his 
buddy, Roger Patterson, cap¬ 
tured a Sasquatch on 24 loot of 
16mm film 18 years ago. 

“I’d have been better off if 1 
said long ago that I believe it 
was a man in a fur suit because I 
took so much ridicule about it.” 
he said. "But Roger's fH*en dead 
a long time now, so I kind of feel 
I owe it to people to tell about 
what we saw.” 

The film was the basis for a 
television special and a film, 
"Bigfoot, the Mysterious Mon¬ 
ster,” that reportedly grossed $24 
million. But the scientific world 
has remained unconvinced. 

The event took place Oct. 20, 
1967, at Bluff Creek in Northern 
California. Sasquatch hunters for 
years, Patterson and Gimlin had 
heard about Bigfoot tracks in the 
area and were on horseback 40 or 
50 miles from the nearest road 
when it hap|)ened. 

“We made the bend and 
around this big downfall tree; 
here this thing stood bv the 
creek, just stood." Gimlin re¬ 
called. "We were on one side of 


the creek, the creature on the 
other and our horses went crazy. 
Roger's little horse just went 
bananas." 

Patterson’s horse reared and 
in true Wild West style, he 
yanked his movie camera from 
his saddle bags as he slid off' the 
back of the horse, said Gimlin. 

4 ‘As this all was going on. this 
creature turned and started to 
walk awayfrom us, just slow like 
a man would if he were just 
walking down the street, but as 
it did this, Roger ran across the 


creek behind it, but then he 
stumbled on a sandbar," said 
Gimlin. 

"It was all happening just 
boom, boom, l»oom. He was 
shooting the camera while he 
was running. He hollered hack 
for me when he stumbled and 
fell. He said, 'Cover me!’ and. 
naturally. I knew what he meant. 

"So 1 rode across the creek on 
my horse and took m.v 30.06 rifle 
Out of the saddle scabbard and 
just stood there (|>ointing but 
not aiming the rifle at the beast). 


"When I did this, this crea¬ 
ture was quite a little wavs away 
from me — about 90 feet — and 
it turned and looked at me; just 
turned as it was walking. It 
never stopped walking. 

"And then ... I heard Roger 
say, ‘Oh, my God. I ran out of 
film,’ What he'd been doing was 
taking scenery-type pictures all 
the wav up. see. and it was one of 
them old cameras where you had 
to get underneath something, in 
the dark, to change the film.” 

By the time Patterson man¬ 
aged to get under a poncho to 
load new film, the creature was 
gone. 

Gimlin l>ecamc a Bigfoot be¬ 
liever. 

"There's no question in my 
mind, none whatsoever." said 
Gimlin. 

Patterson, his brother-in-law. 
Al DeAtley, and Gimlin original¬ 
ly all had 33 |>ercent shares of 
the film. Patterson and DeAtley 
hit the road with the movie, 
trying to make a fortune, but 
Gimlin — with a job, wife and 
home — wasn't interested. And 
Gimlin isn't sure w hether his two 
partner’s really profited from it. 

After Patterson’s death in 
1972. Gimlin tried to acquire 
that one-third share but met 
with resistance from Patterson's 
wile. Rather than be involved in 
a court fight, Gimlin handed over 
his interest to veteran Sasquatch 
hunter Rene Dahinden of Van¬ 
couver, B.C., who now owns 51 
percent of the film. 


Mystery I 
of the f 
burning t 
bodies 5 

By ROGER TODD g 

PEOPLE are catchin* . 
fire spontaneously and 
burning to death in their 
homes, according to a TV , 
programme. 

There is no hint of [7 
what causes the blaze ^ 
which reduces the victim o\ 
to ashes. 


The rest of the souse is 
undamaged even though 
the heat generated is said •• 
to be greater than in a 
crematorium. P 


The amazing story is to 
be told tonight on BBC’s 
Newsnight. 

London fireman Jack 
Stacey reveals how he 
saw a vagrant with a 
bright blue flame shoot¬ 
ing out of his tummy 
—“like a Bunsen burner.” 


There was no elec¬ 
tricity or gas in the 
building and no matches 
were found. 

A detective tells how 
he found a room intact 
except for a heap of 
ashes and a few bones. 

He says there was am 
orange glow. Walking 
into the room was liko 
going into an oven. 
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Jack Keeler (the man at right) with a group of Haiti children outside a 

village church where he had preached to about 300 people. 

Mutilating those animals 
might be for voodoo 

Jack Keeler thinks he knows why 
some animals that have been found 
dead around here recently had been 
mutilated in strange ways. 

‘‘It fits in with what I found out 
about voodoo when I was on revival 
missions in Haiti in 1978 and 1980,” 
he said. “There has been a lot of 
immigration the last few years from 
that island and other places where 
voodoo is practiced, and the immi¬ 
grants have brought their beliefs 
with them. As other people learn 
about voodoo, some of them take to 
it.” 

In one of the mysterious incidents < 
that occurred in this area last year, 
a cow belonging to Weldon Tidmore f 
was found dead in his pasture on i 
Union Grove 1. Her tongue, ears and 
sexual parts had been cut off. 

Before that a mother horse was 
killed and her female colt was stolen In a far different kind of activity, 
in Madison County, and some people Mr. Keeler pans for gold near 
said it looked like the work of devil Dahlonega, Ga., the most famous 
worshippers. They said they always gold place east of the Mississippi. 



go after female animals. 


He and his partners found a good 


Then 3 pregnant goats belonging deal of gold in 3 months of panning 


to Ty Dorman were killed on succes¬ 
sive nights in the old county school 
bus shop below Blount Avenue. The 
goats’ throats had been cut but 
there was no sign of the blood that 
must have run out. 

“I saw a voodoo ritual in Haiti 


Controversial energy device to be examined by bureau 


WASHINGTON (AT) — Joseph 
W Newman of Lucedale, Miss , 
an inventor. Friday delivered a 
prototype of his controversial en¬ 
ergy machine to government en¬ 
gineers for testing, the latest 
move In a long effort to get a pat¬ 
ent on the device. 

Critics contend the machine, 
which Newman calls a revolu¬ 
tionary energy device, defies the 
laws of physics. 

In delivering the machine to 


"We are treating it the same as been the goal of inventors for 
we would treat evidence In a centuries, but conventional sci- 
court case," Heyman said in an ence says such a device is impos- 


the National Bureau of Stand- man, said the device was taken one that would produce more en- 
ards, Newman complied with a into the lab and locked away for ergy than it uses so that it could 
federal appeals court order is- security. ™ n tonver. Such a machine has 

sued last week that said he must " We are treating it the same as been the goal of inventors for 
produce the device for testing if we would treat evidence in a centuries, but conventional sci- 
he wishes to pursue his patent court case,” Ileyman said in an ence says such a device is Impos- 

application. Interview. 9,1 > le - . , . . . , 

Newman has been seeking a Newman contends his device Is 
The machine, accompanied by nt on hj9 ••i mpo9Si b|e" en- not a perpetual motion machine, 
Newman 9 lawyer, John Flann- P fgy mathlne for morc lhan six but a revolutionary energy 
cry, was delivered in a bright re source that uses the previously 

orange crate to the bureau 9 eng - > patem examiners say t h e de- unknown magnetic properties of 

neering testing laboratory at Gai- vjcg looks , ike another proposal copper coils to release more en- 

thersburg. Md. for a perpetual motion machine, ergy than it consumes. 

Mat Heyman, a bureau spokes- 1V * 


last summer, but wound up losing 
$8,000 on the venture. 

where they drank goat blood,” Mr. 
Keeler said. “They started with 
what they called a Satanic dance, to 
the beat of a drum. As they worked 
themselves up to a peak of excite¬ 
ment, at the climax they cut the 
throat of a live goat and caught the 
blood in cups and passed them 
around.” 

In another rite that he saw, a 
woman doing a voodoo dance 
carried a live chicken around with 
her, and then wrung its neck and 
sucked the blood out. 

Another time, when Mr. Keeler 
went into a village with an interpre¬ 
ter, a man had been on a 21-day fast 
as part of what he was doing to 
move up in the ranks hoping to 
become a high priest. While Mr. 
Keeler was there the man came out 
of his hut with a bullwhip and 
walked threateningly around him, 
but didn’t do anything to him. 

Mr Keeler was in Haiti as one of 
about 20 people on David Terrell’s 
gospel team. Although most Hai¬ 
tians believe in their native reli¬ 
gions, they turned out in large 
numbers to hear Bro. Terrell preach 
at outdoor services. The crowds 
grew until one day an estimated 
80,000 people stood up through a 
service that lasted over 2 hours. 

Mr. Keeler and others preached in 
the rural villages Services that he 
I held drew as many as 500 people. 


Interview. 

Newman has been seeking a 
patent on his ‘’impossible’’ en- 


sible. 

Newman contends his device i9 
not a perpetual motion machine, 


ergy machine for more than six but a revolutionary energy 
yeara source that uses the previously 

Patent examiners say the de- unknown magnetic properties of 
vice looks like another proposal copper coils to release more en- 


for a perpetual motion machine, erg> than it consumes. 




